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• EDUCATION BOSSES BID TO EASE PRESSURE ON CLASSROOMS 


Race to meet call 
for school places 


HUNDREDS of extra classroom places are to 
be created in Hammersmith and Fulham as 
part of a renewed effort to reduce the spi¬ 
ralling demand for spots in the borough’s most 
sought-after schools. 

More than 1,600 new primary school places will 
be opened up by 2023, under long-term plans to ease 
the pressure on parents scrambling to secure their 
first choice. 

Education chiefs at Hammersmith and Fulham 
Council say they will support the creation of new 
schools, while encouraging existing institutions to 
expand. 

The announcement comes only weeks after more 
than a quarter of parents in the borough were told 
they had missed out on a place at their preferred pri¬ 
mary school. 

A combination of improving schools and rapid 
population growth is causing classrooms to fill up 
faster than ever, and the annual admissions process 
has become a stressful experience for many parents 
struggling to lock down a school place for their child. 

This year only 74 per cent of parents and carers 
were offered a place at their first choice, with one in 
10 missing out on all of their top three choices. 

More and more schools are becoming oversub¬ 
scribed as the number of applications rockets - and 
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the challenge is expected to get even tougher, with 
forecasts suggesting that Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham’s primary school population will grow by as 
much as a fifth by 2017/18. The problem is now so 
serious that the council is having to crack down on 
parents who falsely claim to live locally in an effort 
to get their child into a particular school. 

Councillor Sue Macmillan, the council’s cabinet 
member for children’s services, said there would be 
enough places to meet the need. 

According to current projections, around 200 
extra places a year will be created, with more than 
1,690 opened up by 2023. 


Councillor Macmillan said: “We are determined 
to help parents and guardians secure outstanding 
places for their children by giving them more choice. 

“We are helping existing schools expand and sup¬ 
porting the creation of others to ensure children in 
our borough have the best possible start to their ed¬ 
ucations.” 

Community and free schools are now working 
closely with council education chiefs to plan for the 
future by creating more classrooms across the bor¬ 
ough. 

Earlier this year, the Burlington Danes Academy 
in White City announced plans for a new primary 
school building, due to accommodate 400 pupils 
from September, and expansion projects are also 
planned at the Holy Cross and St John’s schools in 
Fulham. 


■ YOUTH CLUB SALUTES 70 YEARS 



■ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: Youngsters from Fulham's Brunswick Youth Club celebrated their 
organisation's 70th anniversary this week - and paid tribute to the Second World War veterans 
who founded the club in 1945. Full report and more pictures - Page 
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Blueprint aims to unlock growth and reduce traffic congestion 

Bold vision for London’s roads network 


T HE Mayor of London has revealed 
further details of plans to deliver 
his bold vision for the future of 
London’s road network, aimed at reduc¬ 
ing congestion, creating new public 
spaces and encouraging more people to 
walk and cycle. 

The Mayor, who has visited Boston as part of a 
trade mission to build economic and cultural ties 
with key cities in the United States, unveiled pro¬ 
posals to redesign a number of key road networks 
in the capital in order to unlock growth and make 
the capital a more attractive place to live and work. 

The news comes after the Mayor visited the 
Central Artery-Tunnel Project, also known as the 
Big Dig, which is recognised as the largest and 
most complex highway project undertaken in the 
US. It replaced Boston’s deteriorating six-lane el¬ 
evated Central Artery with an eight lane state-of- 
the-art underground highway. This resulted in 
significantly reduced traffic congestion and led to 
substantial regeneration on the surface and sur¬ 
rounding areas. 

The Mayor and TfL have considered more than 
70 locations across the capital where the introduc¬ 
tion of tunnels, fly-unders and decking could de¬ 
liver benefits that are in line with the Mayor’s 2050 
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Infrastructure Plan and 
the recommendations of 
the Roads Task Force. 

Now the Mayor has 
unveiled five locations 
which have subsequently 
been identified as being 
suitable for further feasi¬ 
bility work by TfL: 

■ A mini tunnel at the 
A13 in Barking River¬ 
side - By creating a new 
tunnel for the A13, a 
huge amount of land 
could potentially be 
opened up for future de¬ 
velopment whilst recon¬ 
necting the Borough of 
Barking with the new 
Barking Riverside devel¬ 
opment, which is the lo¬ 
cation for just under 
11,000 new homes, 

■ Decking of the A3 in Tolworth - By decking 
over the A3, severance would be reduced and the 
area adjacent to the proposed Crossrail 2 station 
would be connected with the rest of the Borough, 
providing additional land for new homes. 


■ A fly-under at the A316 at Chalkers Corner - 
A small flyunder would reduce severance and rad¬ 
ically improve facilities for cyclists and pedestrians 
and remove a major pinch point for traffic along the 
A316. 

■ A fly-under at the A4 in Hammersmith - by 
replacing the existing viaduct with a new tunnel, the 
town centre would be reconnected with the River 
Thames, creating new opportunities for develop¬ 
ment and open space. 

■ Decking or a mini-tunnel at the A406 in New 
Southgate - by building over this junction on the 
North Circular, land would be unlocked for new 
homes and connect the area around the proposed 
Crossrail 2 station. 

London’s current Inner Ring Road is facing in¬ 
creasing pressure for change. As he previously set 
out in the 2050 Infrastructure Plan, the Mayor be¬ 
lieves that a replacement ring road, in the form of 
an inner orbital tunnel or two cross city tunnels, 
could enable more efficient and reliable vehicle 
movement. It would also reduce congestion in cen¬ 
tral London by up to 20 per cent and free up space 
on the surface which could support the creation of 
170,000 additional jobs. 

Boris Johnson, said: “Rebuilding some of our 
complex and aging road network underneath our 
city would not only provide additional capacity for 


traffic, but it would also unlock surface space and 
reduce the impact of noise and pollution. I am in¬ 
spired by what the ambitious people of Boston have 
achieved here at the Big Dig, both in terms of re¬ 
ducing congestion and how they have dramatically 
improved the quality of life on the surface. In Lon¬ 
don we face similar challenges on our roads, but 
this could also be a fantastic opportunity to better 
shape our city and support economic growth.” 

London is a rapidly growing city with a popula¬ 
tion expected to reach 10 million by the early 2030s 
and nearly 11.5 million by 2050. With 24 million 
journeys already being made by people and freight 
on the capital’s roads every day, radical steps are 
going to be needed to tackle growing congestion in 
the future. 

Funding for such schemes would require new 
and innovative approaches that enable the positive 
benefits of each scheme to be captured, including 
the value generated from new development sites in 
these areas. TfL will now work with local boroughs 
to progress these proposals further, including work¬ 
ing up more detailed costs and possible funding op¬ 
tions and an indicative programme of delivery if 
funding can be secured. This further analysis will 
be presented to the Mayor later this month. 
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Beware toxic 
caterpillars 

PEST controllers are warning 
residents to keep their eyes 
peeled for poisonous 
caterpillars, which are set to 
invade the borough this 
summer. 

The creepy-crawlies are 
expected to emerge in the 
area over the next few weeks, 
posing the greatest risk over 
the next few months. 

The oak processionary 
moth caterpillars carry a 
poisonous protein in their 
hairs, which can cause itchy 
skin, eye and throat irritation 
and even breathing 
difficulties. 

Experts at the Forestry 
Commission are trying to 
wipe out the critters by 
treating trees and carefully 
removing their nests, but 
some are likely to appear this 
summer. 

The commission’s Ian 
Gambles said the nests 
should be reported to 
Hammersmith and Fulham’s 
pest control team and not 
approached under any 
circumstances. 

In recent years, there have 
been a number of sightings 
across the capital, with recent 
reports of the caterpillars 
appearing in Bromley and 
Croydon. 



The oak processionary moth 
caterpillar. 


Welcome, 

Sainsbury’s 

SUPERMARKET giant 
Sainsbury’s has opened its 
new store in Fulham, creating 
almost 100 new jobs for the 
area. 

The doors of the new 
superstore were thrown open 
to customers for the first time 
on Wednesday (May 13th), as 
loyal customer Mollie 
McCartney - a Sainsbury’s 
shopper for 30 years - cut 
the ribbon. 

More than 380 staff will be 
employed at the Fulham 
Wharf store, including 98 new 
recruits. 

The completed 72,500 sq ft 
store will contain a wide range 
of food and non-food items, a 
customer cafe, hot and cold 
food counters and 
Sainsbury’s TU clothing range. 

Store manager Leigh Brown 
said: "The store is looking 
great and I know it will provide 
a fantastic shopping 
experience for the local 
community." 

The project is a joint 
initiative with Barratt London 
that will see more than 460 
homes built on the site. 

Demolition of the existing 
Townmead Road store will 
clear the way for 196 new 
homes in the second phase of 
works to be completed in late 
2016. 
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A COMMISSION on council 
housing, set up to help 
Hammersmith and Fulham 
residents take more control over 
the future of their homes, is 
quickly taking shape. 

The team of tenants, 
leaseholders and independent 
experts that will form the 
commission has now been 
revealed, clearing the path for the 
project to move forward. 

Working closely with a range of 
groups, the commission aims to 
give residents a greater say in the 
future of social housing in the 
borough. The commission will 
also look at protecting tenants’ 
rights and funding home 
improvements, while seeking 
ways to keep rents and service 
charges affordable. Eligible 
council housing residents will be 
able to vote on the commission’s 
final recommendations, following 
a series of public hearings, the 
first of which was held at 
Hammersmith Town Hall last 
week. 

Former housing minister Keith 
Hill, who is chairing the 
commission, said: "After their 
family, homes are the most 
important thing to people. So 
everything we do on this project 
will be in order to protect the 
position of people who live in 
Hammersmith and Fulham. To 
vest ownership of the future of 
estates in residents themselves 
is a bold idea. It needs a sensible 
and practical solution which 
provides residents with the kind 
of future security that they 
desire." 

The commission includes six 
tenants (Shirley Cupit, Paul 
Ekudo, Sofia Saraiva, Kim 
Shearer, Anthony Wood and 
Lorner Wynter); three 
leaseholders (Mathias Kulubya, 
John Ghazi Quick and Andy 
Robson); and three independent 
experts (Peter Bevington, Joanne 
Drew and Anthony Mason). 



Fears for postal jobs 
after deliveries stop 


• By LWN reporter JACK DIXON 
jack@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


UNION bosses say their 
members are “extremely 
worried for their futures”, 
after postal firm Whistl 
suddenly announced the 
immediate suspension of its 
door-to-door delivery serv¬ 
ice last week. 

Dozens of workers in Fulham, 
alongside hundreds of others na¬ 
tionwide, could lose their jobs if 
the service is scrapped. 

PostNL, the Dutch group which 
owns Whistl, says the delivery 
service is “on hold” while a re¬ 
view is carried out. 

Around 1,800 members of staff 
in West London, Liverpool and 
Manchester are facing redun¬ 
dancy, following last week’s an¬ 
nouncement. 

Community, the trade union 
representing Whistl staff, now 
says its members have real con¬ 
cerns about their future employ¬ 
ment. 

In a statement, the union’s na¬ 
tional officer Les Bayliss said: 
“Understandably, our members 



Whistl boss Nick Wells says 
that some roles are at risk. 


are extremely concerned and wor¬ 
ried for their futures. 

“We will be doing all we can to 
identify a viable way forward for 
the business that safeguards our 
members’jobs. 

“We should be clear that this is 
a suspension of the business, not 
a termination of it. So we will be 
looking for the company to work 
with us to identify sustainable op¬ 
tions to continue operations as 


soon as practically possible.” 

The suspension comes after 
LDC, a private equity firm within 
Lloyds Banking Group, backed 
out of investing in the company’s 
‘end-to-end’ operation. 

Whistl, the main competitor to 
Royal Mail, says an “extensive re¬ 
view of the viability” of the 
planned ‘E2E’ rollout will now be 
carried out. 

But in a letter to staff, the com¬ 
pany’s CEO Nick Wells warned 
that roles are now “at risk”. 

“To stem the losses from the 
operations, we have taken the dif¬ 
ficult decision to suspend the cur¬ 
rent E2E service during the 
review process and all mail will 
now be delivered through our 
long-standing downstream access 
service until we have concluded 
the review,” he said. 

A team of ‘posties’ dressed in 
distinctive orange and black uni¬ 
forms is currently employed at the 
company’s delivery unit in The 


Old Gas Works, which opened 
only two years ago. 

But many members of staff 
could lose their jobs at the end of 
the consultation period. 

Last week, Community was 
due to hold a series of meetings 
with local reps in the ‘end-to-end’ 
areas of the business. 

The union said it would “seek 
to listen to members’ concerns 
and begin to identify alterna¬ 
tives”. 

Mr Bayliss added: “We under¬ 
stand the consultation was trig¬ 
gered by the decision of LDC not 
to fund a further rollout of the 
end-to-end business, but we’re 
also aware of the challenges faced 
by the business because of the 
continuing costs dictated by 
Royal Mail, which affect the sec¬ 
tor as a whole.” 

In a subsequent statement, 
Whistl said there had been a de¬ 
gree of “confusion” about the an¬ 
nouncement, which relates only to 
the three million items a week de¬ 
livered ‘end-to-end’, compared to 
the 80 million items it handles be¬ 
fore passing on to Royal Mail. 


Treasury 
the reward 
for Hands 

CHELSEA and Fulham MP 
Greg Hands has been rewarded 
with a senior cabinet post in 
David Cameron’s new govern¬ 
ment, after securing one of the 
strongest majorities in the 
House of Commons. 

Mr Hands said it was a “great 
honour” to be appointed as 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury 
in the Prime Minister’s all-Con- 
servative cabinet. 

The role will put the local MP 
at the heart of the new govern¬ 
ment’s economic unit, working 
closely with the Chancellor 
George Osborne. 

Last week’s announcement 
followed a resounding election 
victory for Mr Hands, who won 
almost 63 per cent of the vote in 
Chelsea and Fulham. 

Having thumped the other 
parties to secure a majority of 
over 16,000, the former Deputy 
Chief Whip was elevated to the 
second most senior economic 
role in the government. 

He succeeds former Liberal 
Democrat MP Danny Alexan¬ 
der, who lost his Commons seat 
last week after holding the posi¬ 
tion for the majority of the 
coalition. 

Speaking on election night, 
Mr Hands thanked the electors 
for their support and called for 
the Labour Party to begin a 
process of “soul-searching” and 
to “abandon the politics of 
envy”. He said he was “de¬ 
lighted” that David Cameron 
had secured a second term in of¬ 
fice, which would ensure jobs 
were not “destroyed” by the op¬ 
position. 

Following his appointment, 
Mr Hands also took to Twitter to 
reassure voters that there had 
been no repeat of the infamous 
note left behind by Labour’s 
Liam Byrne in 2010. 

Posting a picture of an empty 
drawer, Mr Hands said: “For 
those asking, that very sensible 
chap Danny Alexander didn’t 
leave a note for me in the 
drawer.” 



Flood plans 
made public 

COUNCIL chiefs have devised 
a new strategy to protect the 
borough from flooding. 

The final draft of Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham Council’s 
surface water management plan 
is now available for residents to 
comment on. 

The document sets out plans 
for a new drainage system to 
cope with excess water in the 
event of heavy rainfall. Similar 
schemes are already being pi¬ 
loted in Goldhawk Road, Aus¬ 
tralia Road and Kenmont 
Gardens. The draft document is 
on the council’s website: 
www.lbhf.gov.uk/swmp 
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NEWS FROM HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM 


Plea to protect rough sleepers 



ACTION PLEDGE: Councillor Vivienne Lukey, chair of the Hammersmith and Fulham Health 
and Wellbeing Board, is a signatory of the St Mungo's Broadway 'Homeless Health Charter'. 
Picture courtesy Patrick Ring. 
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PC risked her life to 
help stop drink driver 


A FULHAM charity is call¬ 
ing for urgent action to pro¬ 
tect homeless people 
suffering with mental health 
problems, as new research 
shows record numbers 
sleeping rough. 

Marking Mental Health 
Awareness Week, homelessness 
charity St Mungo’s Broadway 
urged health bosses to protect the 
most vulnerable living on the 
streets. It says the problem is on 
the rise across the country, with 
mental health issues found to be 
common among people who are 
homeless. 

Around two thirds of the peo¬ 
ple St Mungo’s supports have a 
mental health problem of some 
kind, while as many as 53 per 
cent of homeless women and 34 
per cent of homeless men have 
attempted suicide at least once. 

According to the charity’s own 
research, the most common men¬ 
tal health problems among peo¬ 
ple living on the streets include 
depression, anxiety and schizo¬ 
phrenia. And St Mungo’s says 
that despite government invest¬ 
ment, homeless people “consis¬ 
tently miss out” on mental 
healthcare, with many services 
unsuitable for those with com¬ 
plex needs. 

Jennean Alkadiri, who is lead¬ 
ing the campaign, said: “Our re- 


By JACK DIXON 


search shows that urgent atten¬ 
tion is needed to support vulner¬ 
able homeless people. 

“Many of the people we sup¬ 
port are tackling complex and in¬ 
terrelated problems, including 
mental ill health and substance 
use, often rooted in trauma. 

“Too often homeless people 
find themselves trapped in a situ¬ 
ation where vital healthcare, in 
particular mental health support, 
is out of reach.” 

The Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham Health and Wellbeing Board 
- a partnership between the bor¬ 
ough council, the local clinical 
commissioning group and 
Healthwatch Central West Lon¬ 
don- is one of 28 authorities that 
have already signed the charity’s 
‘Homeless Health Charter’. 

Councillor Vivienne Lukey, 
chair of the Hammersmith and 
Fulham Health and Wellbeing 
Board, said: “Homeless people 
are particularly at risk as they 
might not have the same access to 
GPs that others enjoy, nor the 
same support of family and 
friends, so it is imperative we 
commit any help we can offer to 
address this.” 

St Mungo’s is now encourag¬ 
ing other boards to follow in the 
borough’s footsteps by commit¬ 


ting to action, after finding that 
14 per cent failed to mention 
homeless people at all in their 
local action plans. 

Ms Alkadiri added: “We know 
that with the right support to ad¬ 
dress both these issues together, 
our clients can thrive and rebuild 
their lives. Local authorities have 
a duty to improve the health of all 
the people in their area, so we are 
urging them to mark Mental 
Health Awareness Week by sign¬ 
ing our Homeless Health Charter. 

“By including homeless peo¬ 
ple in their local health plans they 
can really start tackling inequali¬ 
ties and improving people’s 
health.” 

Jenny Edwards, CEO of the 
Mental Health Foundation, 
added: “We have just had a Gen¬ 
eral Election where for the first 
time mental health was a key 
issue addressed in the manifestos 
of the major parties. The public is 
calling for practical action. 

“Of course adequate funding 
of mental health services is vital, 
but we also need a national pre¬ 
vention strategy to help prevent 
mental health problems from de¬ 
veloping wherever possible. 

“We need to tackle the causes 
that increase the risks of mental 
ill health and to equip people 
with practical tools that help pre¬ 
vent stress, anxiety and depres¬ 
sion, and build resilience.” 


A BRAVE police officer who 
was knocked unconscious after 
standing in the way of a reckless 
drink driver has been praised by 
Met chiefs for her outstanding 
courage and professionalism. 

PC Sue Thomson was hailed 
as a “credit to the force”, after 
refusing to back down - even 
when the car was speeding 
towards her. 

She was knocked two metres 
into the air and landed on the 
bonnet of a nearby vehicle, as the 
driver attempted to escape 
officers during a pursuit through 
Hammersmith in October. 

The driver, Michael Adenibi, a 
22-year-old from Hackney, was 
jailed for two years last week, 
having been found guilty of 
actual bodily harm and drink 
driving. 

PC Thomson attempted to 
stop Adenibi as he drove his Ford 
Focus onto the pavement along 
Shepherd’s Bush Road, causing 
pedestrians to jump out of the 
way. 


The policewoman threw 
herself in front of the car and 
ordered Adenibi to stop. 

But she was knocked into the 
air as the driver mowed her down 
at around 30mph. 

She was knocked unconscious 
and suffered concussion, but the 
intervention enabled fellow 
officers to surround the car and 
arrest Adenibi. 

Chief Superintendent Gideon 
Springer, borough commander 
for Hammersmith and Fulham, 
said PC Thomson had acted in an 
exemplary manner to protect 
Londoners whose lives were in 
danger. 

“This was a serious and 
deliberate attempt to injure one 
of my officers to evade arrest, 
and could quite easily have 
proved fatal”, he said. 

“PC Thomson is a credit not 
only to Hammersmith and 
Fulham Police, but to the 
Metropolitan Police Service. 
This is a typical example of the 
courage and professionalism 


demonstrated by our officers in 
London on a daily basis.” 

PC Thomson’s intervention 
followed a frantic police chase 
across Hammersmith, as Adenibi 
tried to escape officers who had 
first cornered him near 
Hammersmith Bridge. PC 
Thomson’s unit blocked Adenibi 
as he headed south along 
Shepherd’s Bush Road, where he 
mounted the pavement to avoid 
them. 

It was at this point that she 
jumped in front of the vehicle in 
an effort to end the chase. 

“I will never forget what 
happened that afternoon and I 
know how lucky I was not to be 
more seriously injured,” said PC 
Thomson, who has since made a 
full recovery. 

Adenibi was given two years 
in jail for actual bodily harm and 
drink-driving last week, having 
previously pleaded guilty to 
dangerous driving. He was also 
driving without a valid licence 
and without insurance. 
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Labour dismiss council leader 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea’s lead cham¬ 
pion of the poor and needy Emma Dent 
Coad has been sacked as Leader of the royal 
borough’s Labour Group in a shock “Night 
of the Long Knives” move. 

Grass roots members of the Labour Party are said to 
be “livid” that the council group has fired one of the 
most senior councillors in the capital and the woman 
generally held to be most responsible for Kensington’s 
successful 6% swing to Labour in the general election. 

“Emma has been stabbed in the back - it is unthank¬ 
ful and outrageous”, said one leading Labour insider. 

The move has also been condemned by David Kear, 
chairman of Kensington Constituency Labour Party, 
which has an oversight responsibility on behalf of 
local members on the work of the Labour Group of 
councillors. 

Mr Kear said: “This has been a huge surprise and a 
shock to me and to Labour Party members. We have 
seen Emma and her team perform in Council and 
meetings, and worked alongside her during the elec¬ 
tion campaign. She is known to be hard-working and 
fearless, and her dedication to residents has no limit. 

“We are very unhappy about what has happened, 
and how it has happened. The Labour Party should be 
working together, locally as well as nationally, and not 
tearing itself apart for personal objectives and petty 
jealousies.” 

Councillor Dent Coad was the accomplished archi¬ 
tect of the election campaign of the Labour candidate 
for Kensington, Dr Rod Abouharb. Under her guid¬ 
ance, Labour has become more popular locally than 
at any time since 1992, with Dr Abouharb winning 
10,838 votes, backed by 31.1% of the electorate. 

Dr Abouharb said: “I am saddened and surprised to 
hear that Cllr Emma Dent Coad has been deposed as 
Labour Group Leader in RBKC. In October 2013 I 
was selected as the Labour Party Candidate for Kens¬ 
ington. From then onwards I worked closely with Cllr 
Dent Coad and the rest of the Labour Group on RBKC 
as well as the local constituency party. 

Excellent leader 

“Cllr Dent Coad was not only an excellent Labour 
Group Leader in the Council. Not only did she im¬ 
prove the lives of many residents in Kensington 
through her hard work and political acumen by hold- 


EXCLUSIVE 


By Geoff Baker 


ing the Tories to account and exposing their malad¬ 
ministration in Kensington and Chelsea, but she also 
co-ordinated the 2014 local council campaign with 
our organiser Ashley Wise where Labour gained four 
additional councillors, increasing the Group by 50%. 

“She then went on to co-ordinate the General elec¬ 
tion campaign in Kensington where we achieved the 
best result for Labour in living memory with a 6% in¬ 
crease in our vote, especially impressive given the na¬ 
tional context.” 

As the councillor for the Golborne ward and Labour 
Group leader Ms Dent Coad has repeatedly proved to 
be Labour’s strongest voice on Kensington & Chelsea 
borough council, where her passion, honesty and in¬ 
tellect has even won her the respect of the council’s 
top Tories. 

The shock axing of Ms Dent Coad came at a Town 
Hall meeting of the Labour Group on Thursday night, 
when she was replaced as Leader by former deputy 
mayor Robert Atkinson. 

Insiders say the ousting of the highly-popular Leader 
came at the insistence of local Labour grandees and 
that it has been planned in secret since last summer. 

“The feeling in the hierarchy was that Emma was 
not diplomatic enough and did not cosy-up suffi¬ 
ciently with the Tories in the Town Hall. Poor Emma 
is gutted and furious,” said a source. 

“It is a Night of the Long Knives move, they have 
stuck a knife in Emma’s back and twisted it. 

“It is an insane decision. Of all of the Labour mem¬ 
bers of the council, Emma is the one who most in¬ 
spires people; she is the one who has fought the 
hardest for the poor, the disadvantaged and the other¬ 
wise-helpless of the borough. Without her voice as the 
standard-bearer for the needy, who are they going to 
turn to?” 

Another Labour heavyweight said: “People are al¬ 
ready starting to pick away at Emma’s reputation, they 
are saying she was tyrannical and ruthless, but that is 


Borough’s green and pleasant plots 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea’s successful 
community kitchen gardens have inspired 
the new Government to make London more 
green and pleasant for residents and the 
bees. 

Senior Conservative have been so impressed by the 
example of the 60 bee-friendly kitchen gardens in the 
Royal Borough that the Government is to follow its 
lead and institute a five-year programme of creating 
“pocket parks” all over the capital. 

“We are going to launch an ambitious programme 
of creating small areas of public space where people 
can enjoy relief from the hustle and bustle of the 
city’s streets,” said a Government spokesman. 

“Kensington and Chelsea has set a fine example 
with their community kitchen gardens and although 
the pocket parks may not all be allotments as such, 
the royal borough’s concept of transforming small, 
under-used areas of land into inner-city gardens that 
help bees to thrive is a good one.” 

According to research in the journal Science, 23 bee 
or flower-visiting wasp species have become extinct 
in the last 150 years and a European Commission re¬ 
port suggests that half of Britain’s bee colonies have 
disappeared in just 30 years. 

But the Royal Borough is proving to be the bees’ 
knees for leading a fight-back for the essential insects. 
The community kitchen garden scheme started in 
2009 and the project has changed neglected or dis¬ 
used areas of land into gardens where local residents 
can grow their own flowers, fruit and vegetables. 

There are currently 60 kitchen gardens in Kensing¬ 
ton and Chelsea with more than 1,000 residents in¬ 
volved in the scheme - and more gardens are on the 
way 

“Over the coming year the council will be expand¬ 
ing its successful community kitchen gardens scheme 
and we are looking to also expand our transformation 
of ‘grot spots’ where under-used, neglected or derelict 
areas in the borough are revamped to create sensory 


gardens, wildflower meadows and green roofs,” said 
a spokesman. 

One inspired example is the disused platform at 
Olympia Station which has been turned into a thriving 
community garden with 89 vegetable plots and won 
a Big Challenge award as an example of work that 
goes beyond normal practice in order to enhance bio¬ 
diversity. 

The ‘plotform-garden’, which is used by 200 resi¬ 
dents to grow a wide range of fruit, vegetables and 
flowers, was developed by the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea working with Network Rail, 
and won the award for ‘Large Scale Temporary Struc¬ 
ture’. 

The brightly-coloured raised beds, which provide 
residents with a manageable 1.5m x 1.5m plot, were 
specially made so they are movable should Network 
Rail needs to access the platform. 

A weekly gardening workshop is held on the site to 
provide plot holders, many of whom have not grown 
anything before, with free advice and encouragement. 
In addition to the vegetable plots the garden features 
a small orchard with over 30 bee-friendly fruit trees 
including a variety of apple, pear, cherry and plum 
trees. 

The garden was praised by judges for being a sus¬ 
tainable project with long-term considerations. 



■ BEE FRIENDLY: One of the kitchen gardens 
near Olympia Station 



■ EMMA DENT COAD: Sacked as Leader of the 
Labour Group on Kensington & Chelsea Borough 
Council. 


nonsense. 

“The truth is that the Labour grandees didn’t like her 
because she is not the sort who will swan around in 
the Mayor’s Parlour drinking champagne with the To¬ 
ries. 

“People are putting it about that Emma may have 
stepped out of line because she opposed Labour’s pro¬ 
posal for a mansion tax. But that is nonsense too; it 
was Labour Group policy, written by a senior member 
and adopted by the Group. Yes, she did publicly de¬ 
scribe the mansion tax as ‘bonkers’ but that’s because 


she had the good sense to see that in a place like Kens¬ 
ington, where a lot of home owners are property rich 
but cash poor, such a tax would be punitive and un¬ 
fair. 

“It’s incredibly ungrateful of the Labour Group to 
sack her. Emma almost single-handedly brought 
Labour in Kensington into the 21 st Century. She had 
the wit and the nous to know that the election also had 
to be fought on Twitter and Facebook and she was in¬ 
credibly active on social media throughout the elec¬ 
tion campaign. 

“It was Emma who won high-profile support from 
residents like Brian May, the Queen rock star, she got 
him to lobby for Labour in Kensington, it was Emma 
who got the attention of the national press and media 
and it was Emma who led the action teams who 
knocked on 30,000 doors. 

“Emma worked tirelessly through the election cam¬ 
paign, she must have had conversations with more 
than 6,000 voters. She was out all day and all night 
campaigning and she exhausted herself in her constant 
striving for a better way, for more care for the com¬ 
munity, and this is the thanks she gets. 

“It defies belief that the big wigs have fired her. It’s 
all to do with the hierarchy not liking her new way of 
working - cleverly using social media and statistics - 
and the fact that she doesn’t hold back, she says it like 
it is. 

“Sacking Emma has caused uproar among the local 
Party membership and the grass roots are on the point 
of rebellion. They are furious because they worked 
like dogs on the campaigns and they know that the 
poor of the borough will be furious too, because they 
have just lost their best champion.” 

The firing will astonish other Labour leaders and lu¬ 
minaries in the capital, many of whom have sought 
her advice and guidance on the political scene in 
Kensington. 
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Portobello Road 150th anniversary 



Charlie, pictured in 1975. 



Moor and Kelly, pictured in 2013. 



Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 



There's always time to let your hair down in the Road. Fancy dress, 2014. 

A photographer’s view 


By Brian Jaquest 

A S teenagers, my friends and I 
were drawn to the Portobello 
market to hang out and be seen. 
Then in the early 70s, after having 
shared a photographer’s studio in Hamp¬ 
stead, I decided I needed my own space. 
There in the Evening Standard newspaper 
was an ad for Folly Mews, Portobello 
Road. It had been on the market for six 
months and was just meant for me, so in 
19721 moved into a very neglected build¬ 
ing that needed some TLC. 

My work consisted of still life pictures 
for the London advertising agencies but 
in between commissions I would arrange 
with the market guys, stallholders, 
buskers or any interesting person, to take 
their picture. My idea was that the people 
living or working in ‘the Lane’ were the 
backbone of the market and so rather than 
the impersonal approach with a long lens 
from the other side of the road, I decided 
to make my portraits more personal and 
the subjects more important by photo¬ 
graphing as many of them in the studio as 
I could. 

I think my first picture was in 1974 of 
Margo and her mother Rosy with their 
horse, which in the past would pull the 
stall into position, in the road. One of the 
very funny moments was when I pho¬ 
tographed Charlie, the newspaper vendor. 
I decided he needed to be seated in his lit¬ 
tle hut. And so my assistant and I used a 
sack barrow to wheel it from the comer 
of the street to the Mews. From one of the 
stallholders came the cry: “What’s up 
Charlie, going on holiday?” 

The Lane after five decades still has a 
hold on me and so an art director and I are 
working on a book of the people who 
make the Portobello what it was and is 
today; a street where people of all nation¬ 
alities, market traders, buskers, antique 
dealers and tourists all mb shoulders 
peacefully together. 
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■ WELCOME ABOARD: TCG chief operating officer Nigel Wright and "the crew 7 aboard 
PS Tattershall Castle 

Full steam ahead for 
the Tattershall Castle 


F LOATING bar and restaurant the PS Tatter¬ 
shall Castle has lowered the gangplanks and 
welcomed customers aboard on completion 
of a £1.8 million refurbishment that has given the 
paddle steamer, moored at Embankment, a new 
lease of life ahead of the key summer trading pe¬ 
riod. 

Pub and bar operator TCG closed the flagship on 
January 1st ahead of a journey to Hull, the city 
where the Tattershall Castle spent 39 years as a 
passenger ferry across the Humber. Repairs, in¬ 
cluding strengthening of the hull, repainting and 
interior redesign, were carried out at the MMS 
shipyard in Hull and then at Tilbury Dock, before 
the ship returned to its berth opposite the London 
Eye in April. 

Back in London, the Tattershall Castle was 
handed over to its new ‘skipper’, Craig Taylor, 
who was previously manager at two 
of TCG’s successful Soho pubs and 
a new ‘crew’ has been recruited and 
trained. 

In addition to the exterior works, 
which included repainting the ship’s 
distinctive funnel in red, blue and 
yellow, and installing LED lights for 
extra standout at night, the main 
lounge area - now called the Ward¬ 
room - has been redesigned, creat¬ 
ing cabin-style booths that can be 
booked for drinks or meals. The 
main bar has been refurbished to ac¬ 
commodate an extended drinks 
range, the original engine room has 
been restored and made visible, al¬ 
lowing enthusiasts to view it more 
clearly and the function space, now 
named ‘Steamers’,-has been up¬ 
graded for private events and per¬ 
formances of the popular Boat Show 
Comedy Club. 

The main menu retains pub food 
favourites such as Fish & Chips and 
the Club Sandwich, while adding a 
number of new dishes such as shar¬ 
ing platters and mussel pots in three 
different sauces. 

The drinks offer now includes a 
range of UK and imported craft 
beers including Beavertown Neck 
Oil on draught and Curious IPA, Lit¬ 


tle Creatures and Goose Island in bottle. The flag¬ 
ship cask ale is London Pride, with the Tattershall 
Castle being the only place actually on the Thames 
where the iconic Fuller’s beer is served. 

TCG chief operating officer Nigel Wright said: 
“Refurbishing the Tattershall Castle presented 
some unique challenges compared to pubs on dry 
land and the project was several years in the plan¬ 
ning stage before committing to it. The final result 
is nothing short of spectacular and we are grateful 
to everyone within TCG, the team at the shipyard 
in Hull and other specialists, who have helped us 
to reopen today. 

“We’re delighted to have played a part in pre¬ 
serving the PS Tattershall Castle’s status as a Lon¬ 
don icon and making sure that it is ready to serve 
the capital’s residents and visitors for many more 
years.” 


■ BACK ON THE THAMES: 
PS Tattershall Castle 
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Property expert is new councillor 


THE Conservative group on the Royal Bor¬ 
ough of Kensington and Chelsea Borough 
Council has been strengthened by the land¬ 
slide victory election of property investment 
expert Mr Kim Taylor-Smith as the new 
councillor for the Stanley ward. 

Mr Taylor-Smith won the seat recently vacated by 
the resignation of the popular and acclaimed veteran 
of the royal borough council Sir Merrick Cockell, who 
represented the key Stanley ward since 1986. 

Sir Merrick, a former Leader of the royal borough 
council, was knighted in 2010 for his services to local 
government. 

Elected Leader in 2000, Sir Merrick’s record of suc¬ 
cess at the Royal Borough helped establish him as a 
leading figure in UK local government. 
From 2006 to 2010 he was chairman of London Coun¬ 
cils, the representative body for the capital’s 32 local 
authorities. And in 2011, he was chosen by other coun¬ 
cil leaders to head up the Local Government Associa¬ 
tion, the national voice for England’s councils. 

At the time of him stepping down as Leader of the 
Royal Borough council in 2013, Sir Merrick was 
highly-praised by local government tsar Eric Pickles. 
“He is a true public servant and a local champion,” 
said Local Government Secretary Mr Pickles. 

“Under his leadership the council achieved some in¬ 
credible things for the residents of Kensington and 
Chelsea. The Tri-Borough initiative he helped spear¬ 
head is a shining example of shared services savings 
to all in local government.” 

Sir Merrick led Kensington and Chelsea during a pe¬ 
riod in which it was repeatedly recognised as one of 
Britain’s best performing local authorities, consistently 
achieving some of the highest resident approval rat¬ 
ings in the capital while its residents have enjoyed one 
of the lowest council taxes in the country. 

As Leader he was the driving force behind the am¬ 
bitious 'Renewing the Legacy’ programme, the largest 
building programme in Kensington and Chelsea since 
the post war slum clearances. 

He personally led the long campaign for a new sec- 


By Geoff Baker 

ondary school in Chelsea which, in 2010, delivered the 
Chelsea Academy. The school won the Public Build¬ 
ing of the Year Award in 2011 and was rated as “out¬ 
standing” by Ofsted. 

He was also closely involved in the project to rebuild 
Holland Park School. Pupils took up occupation of 
their new school at the end of 2012. From the outset 
the Council set out to build them a school to “match 
the very best in the country.” 

The scheme was funded by a private land deal so 
profitable that it also paid for two affordable housing 
schemes and contributed significantly to the costs of 
the new academy for North Kensington currently 
under construction. 

Shock discovery 

Amongst a number of other public realm projects, 
Sir Merrick led the team responsible for the multi¬ 
award winning Exhibition Road streetscape scheme. 
An early test of his leadership was the shock discovery 
that the Home Office had placed Kensington and 
Chelsea on a list of the 20 areas most affected by the 
drug crack. Crack dens were springing up in the Royal 
Borough almost weekly and the authorities appeared 
impotent to deal with the crisis. 

Sir Merrick was one of the principal architects of the 
2002 'crack house protocol’, a then unique and highly 
controversial commitment to close crack houses and 
evict the tenants within six weeks of the crack trade 
being confirmed as active at the premises. 

He also authorised the council’s pioneering use of 
'S222 injunctions’ to ban dealers from the borough. A 
series of evictions and injunctions swiftly followed 
and the crack den crisis eased. 

In more recent years he helped design the council’s 
response to the financial crisis and the consequent dra¬ 
matic falls in Government funding. A key element of 
that response was the influential 'Tri-Borough initia¬ 
tive’, a radical “back office” and service sharing 
arrangement with Westminster and Hammersmith & 
Fulham that yielded £10 million worth of savings to 
the council by 2015. 



Mr Taylor-Smith polled 2,349 votes in the election 
of the new Stanley ward councillor, beating the 
Labour candidate, Isabel Atkinson (693 votes) into 
second place. 

Mr Taylor-Smith is a director of the Piccadilly- 
based commercial real estate company, Palace Capi¬ 
tal. He has more than 30 years’ experience as a 
company director for a range of businesses, with a 
particular background in property management, in¬ 
vestment and development. 

Mr Taylor-Smith served as finance director and lat¬ 
terly chief executive of Birkby pic, a manager of 


workspace (IMEX) and indoor markets (Inshops), 
between 1983 and 1999, at which time it was ac¬ 
quired by Mentmore pic, at that time Europe’s lead¬ 
ing records management and self storage company. 

Following the acquisition of Birkby by Mentmore, 
Mr Taylor-Smith was appointed as the chief execu¬ 
tive of the enlarged group, where he remained until 
2001. Since 2001, Mr Taylor-Smith has undertaken 
property investment projects, established a serviced 
business centre operation and taken on various busi¬ 
ness advisory contracts and interim management ap¬ 
pointments. 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


With election purdah 
over we can get on 
with exciting plans 


C LINT Eastwood has starred 
in a great many films and 
such is his screen presence 
that only very rarely do other ac¬ 
tors manage to upstage him. One 
of the few who has managed to do 
so is Donald Sutherland; the film 
was Kelly’s Heroes, a WWII crime 
caper made in 1970. 

Sutherland plays Sergeant Oddball, a 
sort of beatnik or hippie » «» 

who hates “negative ■* * 

waves” and also hap¬ 
pens to drive a tank. 

When asked why he is 
relaxing in a deck chair 
when there is Nazi gold 
to be stolen, the dishev¬ 
elled Sergeant Oddball 
explains that his imme¬ 
diate priorities are 
“drinking wine, eating 
cheese and catching 
some rays...” 

Point is I was re¬ 
minded of Sergeant 
Oddball by a recent 
visit to the council’s press office. I had 
ventured there in search of help with the 
launch of some typically bold and trans¬ 
formative initiatives. 

Sadly that help was not to be forthcom¬ 
ing. It was still “purdah” you see, that 
pre-election period when council press of¬ 
ficers are forbidden by law from doing 
anything at all that might even theoreti¬ 
cally affect the public’s voting intentions. 

“I’d like to help you Nick but I just 
can’t,” smirked a semi-recumbent press 
officer, 

“It’s these damned purdah rules you 


see.” H’m. 

Anyway, the elections are now over - 
congratulations again to our MPs, Victo¬ 
ria Borwick and Greg Hands and also to 
Kim Taylor-Smith, our new councillor for 
Stanley ward - and so the Council is 
gradually returning to business as usual. 
That means I shall finally be able to bring 
you news of all those bold initiatives I 
mentioned. 

Special needs school 

There will be fresh announcements ga¬ 
lore about our fabulous 
school building pro¬ 
gramme. You may al¬ 
ready know about the 
rebuilding of Holland 
Park, the new Kensing¬ 
ton Aldridge Academy 
and the new Middle Row 
Primary now called Ark 
Brunei. But we also 
have plans for a brand 
new Marlborough Pri¬ 
mary a new school for 
children and young peo¬ 
ple with special needs, a 
new Barlby Primary 
plus major refurbish- 
ments and expansions at the excellent 
Fox and Colville primaries. 

In addition, there will be announce¬ 
ments about how, in the challenging de¬ 
velopment environment that is 
Kensington and Chelsea, we are bringing 
forward plans for hundreds of new homes 
to help ease the housing crisis. 

And there will also be announcements 
about improvements in the care of older 
residents and much else besides. 

Here’s hoping our residents will see that 
rather than “negative waves” their Coun¬ 
cil is still full of energy and ideas for mak- 


are 
bringing 
forward plans 
for hundreds of 
new homes 
to help ease 
the housing 
crisis 9 
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KENSINGTON 
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To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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Westway news 


UNDER THE WESTWAY 


Setting out our stall in Portobello Market 



Angela McConville, Chief 
Executive, Westway Trust, looks 
forward to hearing the views of 
the residents and traders who live 
and work under The Westway. 

N ext Friday, my team and I 
will be setting out our stall 
with the first of what we 
hope will be weekly appearances at 
Portobello Market. I’m really look¬ 
ing forward to talking further with 
market traders, locals and visitors, 
sharing ideas and providing infor¬ 
mation about our long-term ambi¬ 
tions to regenerate the Westway area. 

Understandably a lot of the focus is 
likely to be on the plans to improve the 
run-down area where Portobello Road 
meets the flyover. 

I want to reassure local people that 
planned improvements for Portobello 
Village can only begin to take shape 
once the views of locals, traders and 
business owners have been heard. What 


I can say so far is that our proposals 
want to deliver a broad range of spaces, 
including for independent traders, mak¬ 
ers, cafes, bars, new homes and an 
events area. We also really want to 
open up the Portobello Green, so that 
many more local people and families 
can enjoy it. 

I am optimistic that these improve¬ 
ments will support the local economy, 
not least because new business will 
mean the area will be busy and flour¬ 
ishing on a daily basis and not just 
three days out of seven which is cur¬ 
rently the case. 

I’m hoping that the market stall will 
give me and my team the opportunity 
to tackle some of the myths surround¬ 
ing the proposals we have set out for 
Portobello Village. There has been a lot 
of false rumour, and perhaps we could 
have avoided that at the Trust by com¬ 
municating our intentions better. 

The first myth I would like to bust is 
this: we are not going to lose the vin¬ 
tage markets, which are integral to the 
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area. On the contrary, we want to protect 
existing traders and encourage more mar¬ 
kets traders by improving trading condi¬ 
tions and the infrastructure to support 
them. 

Secondly, we want to strengthen the in¬ 
dependent character of the area. We do 
not intend, as has been claimed, to create 
a miniature version of the Westfield shop¬ 
ping centre in Shepherd’s Bush and its 
global High Street brands. To achieve this 
we are working with our existing market 
operators and business tenants in the 
area; we will also offer reduced rates for 
small businesses getting started with us. 

Thirdly, we are a charity, not a property 
developer. We have been custodians of the 
land under the Westway for decades, we 
hope to be here, and part of this commu¬ 
nity, for the next 100 years. We are not 
motivated by profit. We work for the local 
community and all rents we collect will be 
invested back into the local community. 


Do residents want 

LOCAL residents are being invited to 
share their views on horse riding and other 
sports facilities in the local community, as 
part of a major review which has been set 
up by Westway Trust. 

Westway Trust's Chief Executive, Angela Mc¬ 
Conville, said: "We take our commitment to the local 
community seriously. Improving health and well 
being is central to our future plans. Our sports fa¬ 
cilities and services are at the heart of this and we 
are busy working on plans for how we continue to 
deliver excellent sports facilities over the next five 
to ten years. 

"In shaping this work, we would like to know more 
about the sports people enjoy, why they take part, 
and what the benefits are, both to themselves and to 
the wider community. We also want to understand 
better the barriers local people face in participating 
in sport, whether cost, or lack of facilities. We are 
particularly interested in local experiences of and as¬ 
pirations for horse riding, as part of our Equestrian 
Review. 


Portobello Village has the potential 
to deliver a huge boost to an economi¬ 
cally deprived area. Experts have cal¬ 
culated that our proposed investment 
in Portobello Village would create 
around 180 new jobs and boost the 
local economy by £llm a year. 

We are now busy with the next 
stages of the consultation process, and 
it will be painstaking in its detail and 
thoroughness. We will be speaking to 
residents on their doorsteps, carrying 
out workshops for local groups and 
surveying market traders on their 
trading environment. 

I don’t believe in doing this job from 
behind a desk. I am always meeting 
local people hear to their views. And 
from now on you can come and visit 
our weekly stall on Fridays at the Por¬ 
tobello Market. I look forward to talk¬ 
ing to you there. 


sports and riding? 

"I am very keen that we hear as many views as pos¬ 
sible form the community in shaping these proposals 
and I am optimistic that at least 500 people will par¬ 
ticipate in the survey and focus groups we have com¬ 
missioned' 

The survey will take about five minutes and can be 
completed online, through the link on Westway 
Trust's website www.westway.org. Hard copies will 
also be available from the Westway Trust offices at 
1 Thorpe Close and Westway Sports Centre in 
Crowthorne Road. The survey is open now and will 
close on June 1st. 

A steering group involving local people and sector 
experts has been set up to oversee the review, work¬ 
ing with an independent consultant, David Gadsby. 
Market research specialists DJS Research are man¬ 
aging the residents' survey. 

The survey, which will be anonymous, is open to 
residents living in Westway Trust's area of benefit. 

You can read more about the survey and about the 
work of Westway Trust at www.westway.org. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Much more clarification is needed over these decisions 


SIR - We were very interested to 
see Westway Trust’s new column 
Under The Westway in your paper 
last week. 

However, we would question 
how “deeply in tune with the 
needs of the community” West¬ 
way Trust actually is. The plans 
for the “Portobello Village” devel¬ 
opment were commissioned 
seemingly with no consultation at 
all, and unsurprisingly have been 
met with huge local opposition, 
including a 16,000-strong peti¬ 
tion, and the formation of a new 
and diverse community group, 
“Westway 23”. 

“Destination Westway”, and 


“Portobello Village”, while laud¬ 
able in their aims, smack of so 
much of the bland, top-down, cor¬ 
porate-driven development cur¬ 
rently threatening so many of 
London’s most vibrant areas and 
damaging communities, from 
Soho to Brixton. 

Besides the initial plans for the 
Portobello Village development, 
we have concerns regarding some 
of Westway Trust’s current activ¬ 
ities and plans right across the 23 
acres, and the lack of transparency 
regarding these. So many really 
excellent and valuable community 
amenities are right now being 
closed or threatened with closure 


by Westway Trust, including the 
Westway Stables, Maxilla Nurs¬ 
ery, Acklam Village, and The Fly¬ 
over. It is difficult to understand 
how the destruction of these 
amenities can be justified, given 
Westway Trust’s obligations to the 
community, and it is concerning 
that we are all largely in the dark 
as to Westway Trust’s future plans 
for those spaces. 

Perhaps Angela McConville 
will clarify, in her next column, 
the background and rationale for 
these decisions and whether West¬ 
way Trust is listening the con¬ 
cerns of the community. 

Portobello Cafe Society 
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News from the schools 


£10 million 
for Notting 

FOLLOWING the granting of planning 
permission in March for the expansion of 
Fox Primary School, work will begin this 
month on the £10million project which will 
mean the high-performing primary school 
in Notting Hill will increase its intake to 
two-form entry and will also bring the 
building up to modem teaching and acces¬ 
sibility standards. 

The school will expand from 315 to 420 pupils over 
seven years, new teacher training facilities would be 
available and running costs reduced. 

The first part of the project is the excavation of the 
unusable embankment to the west of the school, 
where the expanded building will be sited. 

When work is complete, Fox will have a new hall 
and studio, which will be larger than the current hall 
and support a wide range of activities more easily. 

In addition, the classrooms will be rearranged to 
provide a more flexible and efficient use of space that 
meets current teaching needs. This will make it easier 
to provide group support to the most able pupils and 
also to those who find a particular topic difficult. 

Outside there will be a garden terrace which will 
provide the school with a quiet space and support 


upgrade 
Hill School 

By GEOFF BAKER 


ecology lessons. The children will be able to work on 
an allotment and the whole area will encourage bees 
and other wildlife. 

Welcoming the decision Councillor Emma Will, 
Cabinet Member for Education, said: “I’m delighted 
that planning permission has been given for this much 
needed expansion and renovation of Fox Primary 
School. It is one of the top performing primary 
schools in England and the fact that more children 
will have the opportunity to be taught in such a high 
performing school is great news. 

“I am sure the children and staff will enjoy the new 
facilities they will have in 18 months time.” 

To find out more and keep up to date on what is hap¬ 
pening at Fox you can go to 

www.rbkc.gov.uk/foxprimary 
The work at Fox is part of a much larger investment 
by the Council in schools and infrastructure across 
the borough. 

Ranging from the brand new Kensington Aldridge 
Academy and Kensington Leisure Centre to new pri¬ 
mary schools such as Ark Brunei (Formerly Middle 
Row Primary School), Marlborough Primary School 
and a new Children’s Centre. 



■ RAISING money for the Nepal Earthquake Relief Fund, last week sixth form students 
from the Cardinal Vaughan Memorial School held their own charity cake sale in the school 
playground, staff room and sixth form common room for staff and pupils to bake, eat cake 
and donate to this urgent cause. 

From a Coca-Cola chocolate cake to Rocky Roads and classic cupcakes, the range of home¬ 
made sweet treats was fantastic with everything sold out within the 20-minute morning 
break time, raising £500 for the Nepal Earthquake Relief Fund. 


Cooking their way around the world 


WORMHOLT Park Primary School in Westmin¬ 
ster will be holding a Community Food Day on 
Thursday, June 4th. 

Following on from the success of their Eid cele¬ 
brations some of the ‘cooking-loving’ parents de¬ 
cided they would like to share their culinary 
traditions to celebrate the diversity of the school 
but bring it together for a fun, educational and 
tasty event. 


Christine Koresski, EAL co-ordinator said: 
“This will be a time to share culinary culture from 
around the world, including the UK. We hope to 
enjoy traditional dishes from the many parts of 
the world represented in our pupil, parent and 
staff population. 

“This will be an occasion for all to wear tradi¬ 
tional dress and share food, music and dancing if 
possible.” 
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■ YOUNG VOTERS IN PIMLICO: Left to right, back row Sulayman Haouane, Ismail Ben-Hamid, 
Ahmed Al-Hakem, Katia Lukjanoff, Isaac Saliu and Scarlett Stokes. Front row (Pimlico Primary 
in blue uniforms with Millbank in red) Eddy, Lamees, Kiki and Egypt, Tamer, Malachi, Faji and 
Molly. Placing his vote is Arif from Pimlico Primary. 

Academy turns red - not blue 


By Paul Lagan 

WHILE the country elected the Conser¬ 
vatives as the national Govemement, stu¬ 
dents from Pimlico Academy bucked the 
trend and, in their own school election, 
returned Labour to the seat of power. 

Labour won by a landslide at the Lupus Street 
school, pushing the Tories, Lib Dems and Greens 
into also rans. 

But more importantly, students got a feel for the 

democratic process they will experience for real 
in a few years'time. 

The election was organised by Pimlico Acad¬ 
emy's Eloise Harris, raising aspirations tutor, and 
Heather Lawrence, the school's head of social sci¬ 
ence. 

"We were very keen to hold our own election to 
ensure that our students become fully engaged with 
our democratic processes,"' said Miss Harris. 

" We wanted to ensure that on reaching 18 they 
are eager and ready to take a full and active part in 
choosing who governs us." 

Ballot boxes were placed all around the school 
with the different parties campaigning actively dur¬ 
ing break and lunchtimes as well as speaking in 
house assemblies. 


Throughout the lead-up to the general election, 
pupils had lessons on politics, voting and public 
speaking. 

Ms Green, Principal of Pimlico Academy, said: 
“It is very important to us that our students recog¬ 
nise the importance of focussing on their futures 
from the moment they join us. This is just one of 
the many different initiatives we use to achieve 
that.” 

Pimlico Academy students helped at elections 
being held for younger pupils at their sister primary 
schools. 

Pupils at Millbank and Pimlico Primary held their 
own special general election on May 7. Teachers 
decided rather than voting for traditional political 
parties that students would canvas, debate and then 
vote from the following four parties - Tomorrow, 
Transform, Progress and Vision. 

So students from Pimlico Academy got involved 
to help them with their campaigns and with the vot¬ 
ing. 

Kelly Luen, Principal of Pimlico Primary, said: 
"Although our pupils are very young, we recognise 
the importance of focusing on their futures from 
the moment they join us. We have had many con¬ 
versations about the election and we even have 
some pupils with ambitions to be Prime Minister 
in years to come." 


Festival of 
literature at 
prep school 



PUPILS at Kensington Prep School enjoyed a feast of literature last week with visits from children’s 
authors including Andy See, Dave Shelton, Christopher William Hill and Karen Wallace. 

The children learned about many different writing styles and illustration techniques from the commer¬ 
cial world to non-fiction in workshops led by the authors. 

Pupils are pictured, below, with Andy Seed, winner of the 2015 Blue Peter Book Award for best book 
with facts. 
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WARWICK PHARMACY 
Warwick way, Victoria 

OUR aim at WARWICK PHARMACY is to provide 
our local community with a professional service of the 
highest standard and one that specifically meets the 
needs of our customers. 

Warwick Pharmacy is part of a two branch pharmacy 
chain based in South West London. We are owned and 
operated by Gee wick Ltd. 

We offer many services you would expect from your 
local chemist or pharmacy. We dispense all NHS and 
private prescriptions and we have a large range of pre¬ 
scription drugs in stock which allows us to fulfill pre¬ 
scriptions straight away. 

We also offer other lifestyle and health related serv¬ 
ices such as blood pressure checks, travel advice, 
Medicine Use reviews and more. For more informa¬ 
tion please see our advertisement below. 

Don’t forget your local harmacist is a medical pro¬ 
fessional who can advise you and help treat a wide 
range of minor ailments, often there is no need to see 
your GP. 

Visit Warwick Pharmacy today for expert medical 
advice from your pharmacist. 



• NHS electronic prescription service 

• Large range of designer perfumes at affordable prices 

• Comprehensive range of health supplements 

• Stockist of Clarens, Elizabeth Arden, Nuxe, Avene and 


Warwick Pharmacy 

34-36 Warwick Way, Vitoria, 
London SW1V 1RY 

t: 020 7834 4721 f: 020 7976 6742 
warwickpharmacyl @gmail.com 
www.warwickpharmacy.net 


• Repeat Prescription Manager 

• Hassle Free Repeat Prescriptions 

• Prescription-ServicesWarwick takes the hassle out 
of managing the repeat prescription process. 

• Use our Online Repeat Prescription Manager 

We liaise with your local GP and prepare the medi¬ 
cines you require. 

We can even deliver your repeat prescription to your 
doorstep free of charge! 

Order by phone on 0207 834 4721 

RE/MAX CENTRAL 
ESTATE AGENCY 

RE/MAX CENTRAL is a long time established es¬ 
tate agency in Westminster and specialises in residen¬ 
tial sales, lettings and property management in 
Pimlico, Westminster, Belgravia, St James and sur¬ 
rounding areas. 

RE/MAX Central is part of RE/MAX London, the 
London Region of the global property giant RE/MAX. 
With more than 6,800 offices and over 100,000 agents 
operating in nearly 100 countries, RE/MAX is one of 
the most productive estate agency network worldwide 
and it is globally known for the quality of its customer 
service and the efficiency of its sales and letting 
agents. RE/MAX agents constitute the world’s most 
productive estate agency sales force and through their 
efforts they have made it possible to say that “Nobody 
in the World Sells More Property than RE/MAX”. 

As a part of such a successful organisation, 
RE/MAX Central Estate Agents can advertise and 
give exposure to properties not only on the London 
and UK market but on a truly international scale 
through a network of sister offices located in all main 
markets of the world and through the global web site 
global.remax.com, which has over 62 million property 
views every year and where details and descriptions 
of each property are automatically converted in more 
than 55 currencies and translated in more than 41 lan¬ 
guages, including Chinese, Russian and Arabic. 

RE/MAX Central provides a comprehensive estate 
agency service offering highly professional assistance 
with residential properties for sale, to let, property 
management, property search and property invest¬ 
ment. 

Customer service - based on a foundation of drive, 
experience and training - is the cornerstone of 
RE/MAX success. RE/MAX Central is open Mondays 
to Fridays 9 am - 6 pm and on Saturdays 10am to 4pm. 

Telephone 020 7630 1099 
Email central@remax.co.uk 


BELGRAVIA BOOKS 
EBURY STREET 

BELGRAVIA BOOKS is an independent bookshop 
owned by an independent publisher. 

We sell books. Actual physical, tangible books. We 
sell fiction and classics, children’s books, cookbooks, 
narrative non-fiction, poetry, history and biography. 
We sell books you have always been meaning to read 
as well as books you did not know you needed to read 
(and there are plenty of them). 

We are a small shop, with around 4,000 titles in 
stock at any one time, and there are many thousands 
more available to order - if you want it, and it is cur¬ 
rently in print, we should be able to get it for you at 
no extra cost. 

As an independent book shop we try to offer books 
you might not have known about, such as beautiful 
editions of classic biographies, novellas from all over 
Europe and short stories you can post to people. 

As an independent publisher we specialise in the best 
French writing for an English reading audience. Nat¬ 
urally we sell our own titles in the shop, but beyond 
that we ensure we have a broader range of books trans¬ 
lated into English as well as books from other inde¬ 
pendent publishers. 

We are open from 9.30 am to 6 pm weekdays and 11 
am to 5 pm on Saturdays. National Book Tokens are 
accepted and sold. 

And if you are unable to make it to the shop in per¬ 
son you can visit - and buy through - our website. 

Telephone: 020 7259 9336 

HEADLINES OF WESTMINSTER 
HORSEFERRY ROAD 

AT HEADLINES HAIR AND BEAUTY salon, sit 
uated on Horseferry Road, you will be treated by ex¬ 
perienced, friendly staff. 

In our colour range we use Redken, Cromatics, 
Schwarzkopf, L’Oreal Weller. We also retail quality 
affordable products such as Paul Mitchel, Redkin, 
Taylor of Old Bond Street, Fudge, Armagan Oil. 

We pride ourselves in not keeping you waiting. And 
we will listen and ask enough questions until we are 
sure we fully understand each other to achieve cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction, which for us is paramount. 

Headlines also offers full beauty, manicure and pedi¬ 
cure services as well as microdermabrasion, a re- 
juvinating treatment. 

A glance at Headlines’ web site will testify how pop¬ 
ular the salon’s stylists are with a number of com¬ 
ments from sartisfied customers. Here’s a good 
example. “I've been having my hair cut, coloured and 


Belgravia Books 



A book shop 


59 Ebury Street 
London SW1W0NZ 

www.belgraviabooks.com 

020 7259 9336 


styled by Justin for 10 years now. It's great to find a 
hairdresser I really like and trust. I can honestly say I 
haven't had a cut, colour or style from Justin that I've 
not liked. He is also great for giving tips and advice 
on products and styling. I've introduced a few friends 
to Justin and would definitely recommend to others." 
Telephone: 0120 7222 2687 

GEES CHEMIST 
Lupus Street, Pimlico 

THE owners of GEES CHEMIST have been serving 
the community for more than 35 years and wish to 
continue to do so in their new Pimlico location, close 
to the Marven Road medical centre. 

Gees Chemist is part of a two branch pharmacy 
chain based in South West London, owned and oper¬ 
ated by Geewick Ltd, offering many services you 
would expect from your local chemist or pharmacy. 
We dispense all NHS and private prescriptions and we 
have a large range of Prescription drugs instock which 
allows us to fulfill prescriptions straight away. 

We also offer other lifestyle and health related serv¬ 
ices such as blood pressure checks, travel advice and 
medicine use reviews. 

Telephone 0207 834 6059 



WE STOCK CLASSIC 
LADIES FASHION LINES 

SIZES 10-22 

69 Wilton Road, Victoria, 
SW1V IDE 

t: 020 7834 6933 


GERTRUDE LADIES FASHIONS 
Wilton Road, Victoria 

GERTRUDE FASHIONS in Wilton Road, Victoria, 
is a family run business, which opened in 1973 giving 
owner John 42 years of business in ladies fashion. 

The shop includes classic lines including, Gerry 
Weber, Eugen Klein and Schneider, all sold at the 
keenest prices possible, and appeal to ladies aged 30 
and upward. 

They offer top labels, from size 10 to size 24, at bet¬ 
ter prices than on the high street, coming in at least 30 
per cent cheaper, and sell samples at cost price. 

Telephone: 020-7834-6933 
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Eccleston Square - Victoria 
For Sale £799,000 

• Stunning One Bed Flat 

• Overlooking Eccleston Square 

• Recently Refurbished 

• Share of Freehold 




WM KK 


Central 

Tel: 020 7630 1154 
Fax: 020 7931 7335 
www.remax-londoncentral.co.uk 


Ladies Hairdressing from £17! 
Beauty Treatments from £12! 


HAIRDRESSING 

Ladies 

• Wash and Cut • Cut and Blowdry 
• Deep Treatment 
Colour (includes blowdry) 

• Roots • Chromatics • T-section 

Children 

• Cut 

Gentlemen 

• Wash and Cut • Beard Trimming 
• Flash Colour 

BEAUTY 

• Brazilian • Under Arms • Full Face 

Manicure 

• Shape and Paint • Luxury Manicure • Threading 

• Gel colour 

Pedicure 

• Luxury Predicure 

Microdermabrasion 

Safe and rejuvenating treatment resulting in a more youthful appearance from 
the first application. The treatment SIS particularly effective in treating: Fine 
Lines and Wrinkles, Acne Scarring and Congested Skin, Post Acne Treatment, 
Sun Damage, Aging Skin, Stretch Marks, From £45-60 mins 



HEADLINES OF WESTMINSTER 
Hair and Beauty 
50 Horseferry Road, Westminster 
London SW1P 2AF 
020 7222 2687 

www.headlinesofwestminster.co.uk info@headlinesofwestminster.co.uk 


c 



EXPECTED 

RELOCATION 

To 

52 Lupus Street 
Pimlico 

London SW1V3EE 


Call Us On: 0207 834 6050 
www.geeschemist.net 
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70th anniversary for Brunswick Club 


Salute to war 
veterans who 
put youth first 



GENERATIONS UNITED: Club members Ellie Coomber (left) and Hollie Myles (right) join Lynda 
and Christopher Horner at the Brunswick Club's 70th anniversary. 


MAJOR SERVICE a MOT 



MOT TEST & FREE RE-TEST-FULL SERVICE-OIL FILTER-AIR 
FILTER-FUEL FILTER (DIESEL WITH ADDITIVE). SYNTHETIC 
FORTIFIED MULTI-GRADE OIL. AIR-CON PRSSURE CHECK 
WHEELS OFF BRAKE CHECK & ADJUSTMENT-TYRE CHECK 
EXHAUST CHECK-BATTERY TEST ALTERNATOR & CHARGING 
SYSTEM CHECK-FREE ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS SCAN 


m 

■rwH 


AUTO 


UPGRADETO 100% FULLY SYNTHETIC 04LI19 95 

INCLUDES SERVICE PARTS » SERVICE ROOK STAMPED 

MOT & INTERIM SERVICE 

£ 99.95 MOT SPECIAL £29.95 


Mil CVSTOMtfIS KNOW A 6001 MAI 

***** WHEN THEY SEi ONE !***** 

REDUCED EXTRAS WITH SERVICE 

AIR CONDITIONING RECHARGE & SERVICE £29.95 
LASER TRACKING & 4 WHEEL BALANCED £29.95 
BRAKE SYSTEM FLUID CHANGE & BLEED £29.95 
COOLING SYSTEM COOLANT CHANGE £29.95 


BRAKES 

BRAKE PADS £79.95 
BRAKE DISCS £79.90 
BRAKE BLEEDING 
BRAKE FLUID CHANGES 
BRAKE CYLINDERS 


r 


USPENSIONI 

ROAD SPRINGS 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 
SUSPENSION LINKS 
BUSHES & MOUNTS 
SUSP TOP MOUNTS 


AIR CON 

GAS RE-CHARGING 
LEAK DETECTING 
AIR CON PIPES 
AIR CON HOSES 
CONDENSERS 


FREE CHECKS 7 DAYS A 


TRACK RODS 
BALL JOINTS 
TRACKING 
STEERING RACKS 
STEERING PUMPS 


ALL MAKES & SIZES 
BETTER THAN 
INTERNET & ONLINE 
PRICES, RING FOR A 
PRICE 


■FRE E CHECK] 
HAND CAR WASHT 

FREE WITH MAJOR SERVICE a MOT' 


020 0055 3213 

118 UPPER WLCKHAM LANE WELLING 
SAT NAV 11B DA1630P OPEN 7 DAYS 




ELECTRICS 


By Jack Dixon 

M ORE than 100 
guests came to¬ 
gether to celebrate 
a very special birthday 
when one of Fulham’s old¬ 
est youth clubs marked 70 
years in the borough. 

Members both past and present 
gathered at the Brunswick Club to 
honour its contribution to the com¬ 
munity over the last seven 
decades. 

The club, based in Haldane 
Road, was launched by former 
prisoners of war to offer a range of 
activities for the borough’s young¬ 
sters. 

And it is still going strong 
today, with dozens of junior mem¬ 
bers making the most of its vast 
range of sporting and creative op¬ 
portunities. 

Specially-invited guests from 
all comers of the country joined 
the party earlier this month to rem¬ 
inisce about the club’s early days, 
while looking ahead to the future. 

During the celebrations, special 
tributes were paid to the 
Bmnswick’s founding members - 
the British prisoners of war held at 
Oflag, near Bmnsweig in northern 
Germany, during the Second 
World War. 

The club was named after the 
camp, where around 3,000 soldiers 
- many of them British - were 
held for much of the conflict. 

Speaking to more than 100 
guests during the celebrations, 
club manager Danny Volino said 
the founders would never be for¬ 
gotten. 

“The men who first opened the 
doors of the Bmnswick were he¬ 
roes,” he said. “And for the past 70 
years we have tried to make them 
proud. 

'Heroic service' 

“All they wanted was to make 
this area of Fulham, which has 
seen its hard times as well, a better 
place. But while we remember the 
past, tonight is about the future. 
We want to ensure the club sees 
another generation of young peo¬ 
ple come through its doors, and a 
new generation of subscribers to 
help us continue our good work.” 

Today the Bmnswick is a dedi¬ 
cated youth club, providing a safe 
and friendly environment in which 
youngsters can develop creative, 
sporting and social skills. 

Open six days a week, the pop¬ 
ular club offers a range of educa¬ 
tional and leisure facilities for its 
750 members aged eight to 19. 
Thousands of pounds were do¬ 
nated to the club at the anniversary 
event, where former members 
from decades past were given 
tours of the modernised premises. 

Ex-members from all over the 
country returned to celebrate the 
70th birthday, with many donating 
momentos from previous genera¬ 
tions for the club’s collection. 

Bmnswick tmstee Michael 
Dunning said: “Our only wish as 
trustees is that the club remains 
open for at least another 70 years.” 

Councillor Alan De’ath, Ham¬ 
mersmith and Fulham Council’s 
Armed Forces Champion, added: 
“The Bmnswick Club is one of 
many examples of the positive 
contributions veterans have made 
locally after their heroic service.” 



REMEMBERED: Guests absorb the historical displays. 



NET PROPHET: Kai Blackwell enjoys a game of table tennis. 



WAR STORY: Pip, left, and Hal Witheridge with a picture 
painted by a prisoner in Oflag 79. 



TRADITION: Former member and now volunteer Angela 
Melville with sons Tommy, Charlie and Harry, who are now 
members of the Brunswick Club. 



ANNIVERSARY TOAST: Left to right - Janet and Philip 
Thompson with Anna Keller. 
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Let’s not deny the Forgotten 
Army their final march past 


B RITAIN’S most senior old 
warrior, the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh, is set to be “called up” 
again, to lead a campaign to make 
sure that the Forgotten Army are fi¬ 
nally saluted with full honours by 
the nation at their last-ever march. 


The Burma Star Association is poised to 
turn to its Patron Prince Philip for help to 
give veterans pride of place on the 70th an¬ 
niversary of VJ Day this summer. 

Although the hugely-important anniver¬ 
sary is just 14 weeks away, so far the Gov¬ 
ernment has announced no plans and 
confusion reigns over how the significant 


date will be marked in London. 

Plans for other anniversaries this year 
such as those of the Battle of Waterloo and 
Magna Carta were announced a year ahead. 
But nothing official is yet in place for VJ 
Day. 

Saturday August 15th will mark the 70th 
anniversary of the actual end of World War 


II, better known as VJ Day - Victory over 
Japan Day - the day when the Emperor of 
Japan surrendered and ended conflict on the 
bloodiest battlefront of the entire war. 

The Government is vaguely promising “a 
day of major events” and says these “will 
be announced in coming weeks”, but time 
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■ THE Duke of Edinburgh may be 
called upon as Patron of the Burma 
Star Association for help to give 
veterans a 70th anniversary VJ 
(Victory over Japan) parade 
this summer 

Photo: Ray Tang/REX/Shutterstock 


Specialists in used 
Herman Miller Aerons chairs 

londonaerons.co.uk 

Office Hours - 0207 639 7771 (option 1) 
Weekends or Evenings - 07973 540 289 



We buy Herman Miller Aeron Chairs 
London's best buyer of Aeron chairs 
1-1000+ chairs wanted! 

Any condition Good, Bad or Broken 
We will buy ANY Aeron chair 

(We also buy any other quality office chairs and furniture) 


Rompski of Fulham 

Est. 1955 

613a Fulham Road, London SW6 5UQ 
Tel: 020 7731 3270 

Quality Key Cutting, Show Repairs and 
Shoe Sales 

Buy a pair of Barkers or Cheaney Leather 
Shoes from our range and we’ll give you a 
FREE shoe repair up to the value of £45 


Visit us in store or go to 

www.rompskioffulham.com 


THE paper serving ROYAL London 




















14 London Weekly News 


editorial @londonweeklynews .co .uk 


Thursday, May 21st 2015 


ROYAL LONDON 


The Royal British Legion is keen that VJ Day is commemorated 


As Britain celebrated YE day soldiers in the 



■ LORD Mountbatten, Supreme Allied 
Commander of the Southeast Asia Theatre in 
World War II 
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is running out. 

It is especially running out for most veterans of 
the war against Japan - whose average age is 93 
- who are wondering just when Whitehall will put 
together a suitably rich and proper programme of 
commemoration and remembrance. 

The Burma Star Association represents the men 
and women who fought and served in the Burma 
Campaign against the Japanese during 1941-1945, 
they more than any understand what it is like to 
feel forgotten. 

Although the war against Nazi Germany ended 
in May 1945 - and was recently 
marked with three days of events, 
celebrations and remembrance 
ceremony at the VE Day 
long weekend - in the 
East, the fighting and the 
dying went on. 

While Britain was 
awash with street par¬ 
ties and bonfires to 
celebrate VE Day in 
May 1945, thousands 
of miles away, British 
and Commonwealth 
Armed Forces were still 
fighting in Burma, Singa¬ 
pore and Thailand. 

The British and Common¬ 
wealth campaign in the Far East 
was the longest campaign of the war. 

Continuous fighting raged for years. The 
British Forces over there, unlike their comrades 
fighting in Europe, had no leave during which 


they could go home, even if it was for just a few 
days. They were there for the duration; their only 
hope of seeing England was in victory. 

As Lord Mountbatten, Supreme Allied Com¬ 
mander of the Southeast Asia Theatre, once fa¬ 
mously remarked to them with bitter irony in 
Burma in 1943, “I understand you believe you’re 
the forgotten army. That’s not true. The truth is, 
nobody’s bloody well heard of you”. 

Now the Burma Star Association is hoping that, 
if necessary, Prince Philip - the Royal Navy vet¬ 
eran of the Battle of Crete, the Battle of Cape Mat- 
apan, of convoy escorts and the invasion of Sicily, 
and who saw action in the Far East with 
the Pacific Fleet - could help bring 
pressure to bear on the baby- 
boomers in Whitehall to pull 
their fingers out. 

“The association is 
somewhat anxious that 
proper plans are organ¬ 
ised and announced 
for a major commem¬ 
oration of VJ Day in 
London,” said a 
source. 

“At the moment, they 
are finding it rather dif¬ 
ficult dealing with 
younger officials who were 
not there in the war and who 
don’t understand what these men 
went through. 

“There’s a bit of a feeling about those who 
are meant to be organising the event that the left 
hand doesn’t know what the right hand is doing.” 

Infamously over the years the authorities have 
failed to “get it right” for VJ Day. 

Ten years ago insensitive Government officials 
upset the veterans of the war in the Far East by 
initially planning for the 60th anniversary of the 
end of the war to be held a month early because 
the House of Commons is in recess in August. 

Five years ago, the BBC upset veterans by rele¬ 
gating live coverage of the 65th VJ Day service 
to an inconsequential digital news channel, a 
snubbing which caused uproar at the BBC’s deaf¬ 
ness to the Burma Star motto, “when you go home 
tell them of us, that for your tomorrow we gave 
our today”. 

Some observers are wondering if Foreign Office 
officials are uneasy about the impending anniver¬ 
sary as it will cause much embarrassment to 
Japan, the UK’s seventh-biggest trading partner. 
British exports to Japan are worth some £9.9 bil¬ 
lion a year. 

Honoured properly 

The Royal British Legion is keen that VJ Day is 
commemorated as a date of national significance 
and that veterans of the war in the Far East are re¬ 
membered and honoured properly. 

“A national programme of commemorative 
events is being planned for this important anniver¬ 
sary. The key objective is to ensure that VJ veter¬ 
ans - often referred to as the Forgotten Army - are 
not forgotten on this day, and that they are given 
every possible opportunity to participate”, says 
the Legion. 

However, confusion abounds of just what the 
programme will involve. 

Up until last Monday, on the Legion was saying 
on its website that the proposed VJ Day events 
would include: a national service of remembrance 
at The Cenotaph, a veterans’ parade, a veterans’ 
reception and an evening fly-past by wartime air¬ 
craft. 

The Legion’s website also announced proposals 
to illuminate all of the central bridges over the 
Thames in poppy-red light on August 15th. 

The Legion said the plans had “yet to be con¬ 
firmed by the Government”. 

However, last week all mention of a Cenotaph 


service, veterans’ parade and reception, a fly-past 
and lighting the bridges was removed from the Le¬ 
gion’s website and the remaining details are only 
for a commemoration service for former POWs at 
St Martin’s In The Fields and a service and wreath¬ 
laying at the National Memorial Arboretum. 

Clearly, if plans for a veterans’ parade, Cenotaph 
remembrance and lighting the bridges of the 
Thames have been dropped, there risks being up¬ 
roar - not least as it is highly unlikely for signifi¬ 
cant numbers of veterans to be around for an 80th 
anniversary of VJ Day. 

This year’s event could their last chance to march 
- and to tell their stories. 

Until recently many veterans of WW2 have tra¬ 
ditionally not wanted to talk about the war or of 
the POW camps. But that silence is now ending. 
As old soldiers near the end of their days, many are 
wanting to tell others, in particular schoolchildren, 
of their experiences so that generations will learn 
and, by learning, hopefully never allow a repeat of 
the most dreadful times of the 20th Century. 

“For the allied Far East Prisoner of War life was 
extremely hard,” says the Legion. 

“The prison camps became infamous for the 
harsh treatment administered to their inmates. Tor¬ 
ture and even executions were commonplace. Food 
was strictly rationed - all that many men had was 
a little rice and boiled river water. All the prisoners 



■ THE Kohima 2nd Division Memorial is 
maintained by the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission, in the Kohima War 
Cemetery, on behalf of the 2nd Infantry Di¬ 
vision. 

The memorial remembers the Allied dead 
who repulsed the Japanese 15th Army, a 
force of 100,000 men, who had invaded 
India in March 1944 in Operation U-Go. 
Kohima, the capital of Nagaland was a vital 
to control of the area and in fierce fighting 
the Japanese finally withdrew from the 
area in June of that year. 

The Memorial itself consists of a large 
monolith of Naga stone such as is used to 
mark the graves of dead Nagas. The stone 
is set upright on a dressed stone pedestal, 
the overall height being 15 feet. A small 
cross is carved at the top of the monolith 
and below this a bronze panel is inset. The 
panel bears the epitaph: 

"When You Go Home, 

Tell Them Of Us And Say, 

For Their Tomorrow, 

We Gave Our Today' 
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For your tomorrow, we gave our today 


Far East were still fighting and still dying... 
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suffered with diseases such as malaria, beri beri 
and dysentery. 

“Despite their weakened state the men were put 
to work as forced labour. The construction of the 
258-mile Thailand-Burma railway, also known as 
the Death Railway, was the most notorious. Around 
16,000 allied POWs died from overwork and mal¬ 
nutrition. 

“Around 300,000 soldiers in the Far East became 
POWs; only 200,000 would survive to see victory 
over Japan.” 

If Whitehall officials are worried about embar¬ 
rassing Japan in all of this and events for VJ Day 
are down-graded, the Burma Star Association may 
have to appeal to the Duke of Edinburgh for help. 

“It is not difficult to imagine that if the idea to 
light the bridges is a runner, then calls will come 
for other of the capital’s riverside landmarks, the 
Eye and the Houses of Parliament, to be red-lit 
too,” said an observer. 

River of blood 

“The reflection of the light on the water could 
make it look like a river of blood was flowing 
through London. That might upset some but it 
would be an apt and poignant reminder of what 
went on in the war against Japan. 

“It is vitally important that the VJ vets are al¬ 
lowed this moment of the march, the red river and 
other big events and that their stories are allowed 
to be heard and understood. The Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh will get that better than some baby-boomer 
official in Whitehall. 

“It is essential, for the dignity of the veterans, the 
honour of the dead and the importance of the les¬ 
son to history, that this time - no matter which trad¬ 
ing partner it may or may not bother - we get it 


■ FLASHBACK TO 1995: The then Prime Minister John Major and his wife Norma and pictured taking part in a Commemoration Service to 
mark the 50th annivesary of VJ Day Photo Steve Bent/Associated Newspapers/REX 
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FULL details of future and recent events 
in the ever-busy diaries of the many mem¬ 
bers of The Royal Family are available 
from the official website 
www.royal.gov.uk but here’s the London 
schedule for the week ahead for Where To 
See A Royal. 

• Tuesday, May 19th 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron of the Game 
and Wildlife Conservation Trust, will hold a re¬ 
ception at Buckingham Palace. 

The Earl of Wessex, as President of the King 
George’s Fund for Sailors, will attend the AGM 
at Mansion House, Walbrook EC4. 

The Earl of Wessex, as Trustee of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s International Award Foundation, will 
attend a dinner at The Savoy Hotel. 

The Duchess of Gloucester will attend a dinner 
to mark the Asian Women of Achievement Awards 
at the London Hilton. 

• Wednesday, May 20th 

The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh will 
give a Garden Party at Buckingham Palace. 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of the National In¬ 
stitute of Adult Continuing Learning, will attend 
a seminar at Central Hall Westminster, Storey’s 
Gate. 

The Princess Royal, as Patron, of The National 
Association of Citizens Advice Bureaux, will 
open new Harrow Citizens Advice Bureau, Station 
Road. 


The Princess Royal, as President of The Royal 
Society for the encouragement of the Arts, Manu¬ 
factures and Commerce, will attend the RSAPres¬ 
ident's Lecture and Dinner, John Adam Street, 
London WC2. 

The Duke of Kent will attend a Garden Party at 
Buckingham Palace. 

• Thursday, May 21st 

The Princess Royal will attend the centenary cel¬ 
ebrations of Lycee Francais Charles de Gaulle 
School, Cromwell Road SW7. 

The Princess Royal, as President of UK Fashion 
and Textile Association, will attend an awards cer¬ 
emony and dinner at Tobacco Dock, Porters Walk 
El. 

• Tuesday, May 26th 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as Patron of London 
Youth (the Federation of London Youth Clubs), 
will visit The Dome, Weedington Road NW5 and 
Wac Arts, Hampstead Town Hall Centre, Haver- 
stock Hill NW3. 

The Princess Royal, as President of the Ani mal 
Health Trust, will chair the Council of Manage¬ 
ment Meeting at the Kennel Club, Clarges Street 
Wl. 

The Princess Royal, as President of the City and 
Guilds of London Institute, will attend a Recep¬ 
tion at Fishmongers' Hall, London Bridge. 

The Princess Royal, as Patron of Catch22, will 
attend a staff conference at the Royal Geographi¬ 
cal Society, Kensington Gore SW7. 
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Even the Queen served in World War II 


by Geoff Baker 

W ITH World War II and, in particular, the 
women of World War II much in our 
minds just now, it is appropriate that 
ITV’s Home Fires has shot straight into the top 10 
TV ratings as the new big hit drama. 

More than filling the void left by the end of Call 
The Midwife, Home Fires is brilliantly reviving 
memories for millions and is educating whole new 
generations to exclaim, “Grandma, you did WHAT 
in the war?” 

The drama follows a group of inspirational 
women in a rural Cheshire community with the 
shadow of World War II casting a dark cloud over 
their lives. 

Their isolated village couldn’t feel further away 
from the impending bloodshed and battlefields and 
yet it is not immune from the effects of war. As the 
conflict takes hold, and separates the women from 
their husbands, fathers, sons and brothers, the char¬ 
acters find themselves under increasing and ex¬ 
traordinary pressures in a rapidly fragmenting 
world. 

By banding together as the Great Paxford 
Women’s Institute, they help maintain the nation’s 
fabric in its darkest hour, and discover inner re¬ 
sources that will change their lives forever. 

The pivotal role of women has often been over¬ 
looked in popular wartime drama. And yet without 
the women who left their homes to build bombs 
and tanks in factories, help feed the nation as Land 
Girls and serve in all of the Armed Forces, the war 
would have been lost. 

It was the women of London who built Waterloo 
Bridge, who ‘manned’ the searchlight stations dur¬ 
ing the Blitz and helped put out the firestorms in 
the auxiliary fire service. 

Even The Queen 
served. As second subal¬ 
tern, service number 
230873, the then- 
Princess Elizabeth joined 
the Women’s Auxiliary 
Territorial Service, driv¬ 
ing Army trucks and 
servicing them as a 
trained mechanic. Clearly 
she is proud of her part, 
as to this day in Bucking¬ 
ham Palace’s official on¬ 
line biography of Her 
Majesty it says “The 
Queen is the only British 
monarch in history prop¬ 
erly-trained to change a 
spark plug”. 

But Home Fires also 
scores as it is bucking the 
trend by giving strong, 
well-written roles to 
older actresses. As has 
been much complained 
about, television has too 

much tended to overlook mature women in its craze 
to make everything as adolescent as possible. 

Top billing 

Some of Britain’s top actresses - including 
Francesca Annis, Ruth Gemmell and Claire Rush- 
brook - have been given top billing in this heavily- 
feminized drama and none more so than the excellent 
West Londoner Samantha Bond. 

To the more discerning man, few actresses can ex¬ 
cite more attraction than Samantha Bond. As Miss 
Moneypenny in the James Bond movies she always 
excluded far more smouldering sex appeal than all of 
007’s bimbo conquests put together. 

Now, as Frances Barden, an active member of the 
Great Paxford Women’s Institute who challenges the 
established order of things, in Home Fires she gets 
to triumph as an actress. 

“But when I got a phone call from my agent saying 
they were going to make a series about the Women’s 
Institute based on a book called Jambusters, there 
was a bit of my heart that fell,” says Samantha. 

“I’ve been very vocal about the lack of parts for 
middle aged ladies and then I thought, ‘They’re 
going to have us make jam.’ 

“Then I read the first two scripts and I was ab¬ 



Keeping the home 

fires burning 



SAMANTHA BOND as Frances Barden in Home Fires 
and, above, with other members of the cast 


solutely capti¬ 
vated. I hadn’t 
realised the im¬ 
portance of the 
Women’s Insti¬ 
tute during the 
war and the 
huge difference 
they made in all 
sorts of ways 
via a national 
network. 

“There’s an 
amazing mo¬ 
ment early in 
the series when 
Frances is trying 
to galvanise 
them into the 
jam making. 

Because if we 

can produce at home then we can help save lives in 
the Merchant Navy, who won’t have to transport so 
much food.” 

Working with an unusually-large female cast was 
clearly a pleasure for Downton Abbey’s Lady 
Rosamund. 

“It’s glorious,” she said. 

“There’s eight or nine leading female protagonists 
with most of them over 40. And you’re going, ‘Yes! 
Bring it on.’ 

“We all got on very well and had a blast. Highly 
intelligent women and a lot of laughter. 

“The difference between male and female rela¬ 
tionships is that women don’tbother with small talk 
for very long. So you cut to the nitty gritty of peo¬ 
ple’s private lives really quite fast. 

“It’s been a huge bonding. Then when we come 
back together after having been away for a while 
it’s one big reunion, which is heaven. They’re all 
gorgeous.” 

Samantha was among cast members who spent a 
whole day picking blackberries for one scene. 

“It was a wonderful summer’s day and we did a 
lot of singing. But there’s far more to the WI in this 
period than just jam making. The vision was much 
bigger than it might seem at first. 


“The WI was the contact the government used for 
evacuees because they were the people who knew 
which house could accommodate how many peo¬ 
ple.” 

The series is first set in 1939, which was just 21 
years after the end of the First World War and that 
affects the fear that grips many of the mothers of the 
village, who are terrified that their sons may have 
to fight. 

“It’s important to realise these women would have 
lived through that first war and that on the village 
war memorial are the names of the dead who we 
knew and loved,” says Samantha. 

Vivid memory 

“Those of a certain age in Great Paxford have an 
absolutely vivid memory of that time and know 
what war is. Many of the men will also have served 
before. This generation is completely aware of the 
realities.” 

One such reality was that women also had to leam 
how to fight in the face of the threatened German 
invasion and learning how to fire a gun during film¬ 
ing was scaring for Samantha. 

“I’m terrified of guns, very frightened.” 

“I’ve used hand guns on stage a couple of times 
and I did a series called NCS Manhunt with David 
Suchet which involved a lot of gun action - and I 
hated doing the scenes involving guns. 

“But for some reason it all seemed a lot calmer in 
Home Fires, set at a time when women feared they 
might be the last line of defence in the event of a 
Nazi invasion.” 

As Frances Barden, she plays a woman whose 
husband Peter (Anthony Calf) is away running a 
Liverpool factory, leaving her with a household that 
includes gardener Thumbs (Jim Whelan) and his 
wife Cookie (Jacqueline Pilton), but ultimately left 
to defend herself. 

“But Frances is the person who would be at the 
front door holding the gun if the Germans invaded. 
It’s all very real to her. Which is why she and her 
younger sister Sarah (Ruth Gemmell) take part in 
rifle practice, aiming at an unfortunate scarecrow in 
a field. 

“The village is near an air base and Liverpool is 
nearby, a major port and a target for the Germans. 


So you begin thinking you’re living in this little rural 
idyll but that’s not the case. 

“We filmed at a church in one of the Cheshire vil¬ 
lages. One side had stained glass windows and the 
other side had plain glass - because a bomb fell on 
it. 

“When people think of bombing during the Second 
World War they tend to concentrate on big cities. But 
these small villages could also find themselves in the 
firing line.” 

As the series opened in 1939, Joyce Cameron 
(Francesca Annis) is the long-standing President - 
chairwoman - of the Great Paxford’s Women’s Insti¬ 
tute. 

“At that time the ‘lady of the manor’ would tradi¬ 
tionally be the chair. But Frances thinks there’s been 
a slight snobbishness to the way Joyce has chaired 
and feels the WI could be socially more embracing,” 
says Samantha. 

“Frances is very outspoken and driven. And some¬ 
times she drives across people. It’s always with the 
best intentions. She doesn’t think she’s going to upset 
people when she has a really good idea. So Frances 
acts before she thinks and she challenges Joyce, al¬ 
most without meaning to. There’s a definite head¬ 
strong quality to her.” 

Cast members look the part in a series of period 
outfits because many of them originals. 

“The costumes are stunning. Absolutely extraordi¬ 
nary. Everyone looks real. Although you have to 
breathe in quite a lot because people were smaller 
then than today. A lot of the clothes you would wear 
now, they are amazing jackets and fabrics”, said 
Samantha. 

The real life Cheshire village of Bunbury is the 
main location used for Great Paxford and it is now 
set for an influx of visitors . 

“The villagers have been wonderful to us and some 
have been extras. Every location you walk into is an 
immediate indication of who lives there. They are all 
different and a reflection of the characters who live 
in them. It’s just another aspect of the production that 
has been done brilliantly,” said Samantha. 

“I hope viewers will see Home Fires as a really 
gripping drama telling various personal stories. 

• Home Fires ITV Sunday 9pm 
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Sharp rise in people living on houseboats 


SOARING house prices and sky-high rents 
are causing London’s canals to clog up as 
increasing numbers of home-seekers are 
choosing to live on the water. 

In the last five years there has been an increase of al¬ 
most 40 per cent in the number of houseboats on Lon¬ 
don canals as more and more people fail to earn the 
£77,000 salary that is now needed to be a first-time 
buyer on dry land in the capital. 

Officials say the sharp rise in the numbers of people 
forced to live on a boat because they cannot afford a 
house is putting a strain on London’s waterways. 

There are now 3,200 houseboats on the capital’s 
canals. The Canal and River Trust says numbers have 


By Geoff Baker 


increased by 36 per cent since 2010 and the figure 
rises by five new boats every week. 

The surge in houseboats is being driven by the no¬ 
torious cost of living in London. Whereas the average 
price for a four-bed home in Kensington and Chelsea 
is now more than £1.7 million, a four-berth houseboat 
can be bought for £35,000. 

As this newspaper exclusively revealed two weeks 
ago, property prices in London are now so steep that 
accountants KPMG estimate that a first-time buyer 
needs to earn £76,971 a year to afford a home on land. 

But increasing numbers of people opting to live on 


Cabbies united in getting 
mayor to act over boom 
in number of mini-cabs 



■ THE MAYOR: Facing tough choices according to the cabbies 


By Geoff Baker 

LONDON taxi drivers are 
launching a campaign to 
get Boris Johnson sacked 
as Mayor of London in 
protest against him allow¬ 
ing a boom in mini cabs. 

The cabbies’ “union”, the 
United Cabbies Group, is plan¬ 
ning a series of traffic-stopping 
daily demonstrations as part of its 
action to try to get the Mayor 
thrown out of office. 

“All of the improper decisions 
and strategies in relation to the 
London Taxi trade are ultimately 
made by Boris Johnson,” says the 
UCG. 

“During his seven-year tenure 
as Mayor he has allowed the is¬ 
suance of tens of thousands of 
private hire licenses, some esti¬ 
mates say there are now 100,000 
private hire vehicles in London. 

“At the same time he has failed 
to enforce private hire regula¬ 
tions, meaning that many vehi¬ 
cles are operating like a taxi, but 
without any regulation and with¬ 
out the same overheads that taxi 
drivers are forced to pay. 

“The Mayor has also said he 
believes that the Uber payment 
method constitutes a meter, 
which therefore means that he ac¬ 
cepts it is not legal yet he has 
taken absolutely no action 
against it. 

“He has implemented an im¬ 
proper and unlawful taxi age 
limit, and he has submitted a 


written report to the Environmen¬ 
tal Audit Committee Air Quality 
Inquiry confirming that a new 
Euro 5 vehicle would create five- 
times as much pollution as a 15- 
year-old vehicle. He then 
implemented the London taxi age 
limit scrapping the less polluting 
15-year-old taxis falsely claiming 
it would reduce pollution.” 

Demonstrations 

The cabbies’ group adds: “This 
whole issue has been at great cost 
to thousands of taxi drivers and it 
looks certain that a new 10-year 
age limit could be imposed to 
boost sales of unaffordable range 
extended electric vehicles from 
Boris’s Chinese mates.” 

In a bid to try put public pres¬ 
sure on Major Johnson, the cab¬ 
bies are planning a series of 
traffic-snarling demonstrations 
this summer which would cause 
chaos in the capital. 

In an advisory to its members 
the UCG says: “One option of di¬ 
rect action will be flash demos on 
a daily basis simultaneously at 
multiple locations, ideally round¬ 


abouts. A few taxis staying on a 
roundabout for 10 minutes will 
create significant attention across 
London which the media will re¬ 
port. They will ask why taxi driv¬ 
ers are protesting and what it is 
about. 

“Boris Johnson will then face a 
tough choice; resign immediately 
or risk ongoing protests. The only 
way that there will be any change 
if there is a Mayor in place who 
will take proper action. The only 
way this will happen is if the taxi 
trade takes immediate direct ac¬ 
tion with a clear objective - sack 
Boris. 

“If the Mayor resigns or is 
sacked there will need to be an 
immediate Mayoral election. The 
taxi trade will be able to vote for 
a Mayor who gives guaranteed 
commitments to make the changes 
required at TFL. 

“It is unlikely that a new Mayor 
could make the situation any 
worse than it already is but there 
is every chance that a new Mayor 
could make changes for the bet¬ 
ter.” 


We want to hear from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen in London that we 
want to hear about. 

There's a brilliant community spirit in Central and West 
London. If you help to run a local organisation make sure 
your events are featured in our newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) to:- 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


the canals are squeezing the system with more and 
more people having to share the same space and facil¬ 
ities. 

The Canal and River Trust looks maintains more 
than 100 miles of waterways across the capital includ¬ 
ing the Grand Union Canal, Regent’s Canal and the 
River Lea navigation, although not the River Thames. 

“Now there is more and more pressure on the sys¬ 
tem,” said trust spokesman Jo Coggins. 

“Sheer economic factors are obvious and they make 
buying or renting a boat in Zones 1 or 2 much cheaper 
than buying or renting a house or flat but people must 
remember the hidden costs.” 

Waterway licences, safety certificates, insurance and 


mooring fees are all additional costs for people living 
on canals and rivers. Boat maintenance and planning 
supplies like water, fuel and toilet amenities are also 
regular costs. 

Boats without a permanent home mooring are only 
supposed to stay in one location for 14 days but not 
everyone keeps to the rules, making it harder for others 
to find a free spot. 

Alan Wildman, of the Residential Boat Owners As¬ 
sociation, said the influx of people thinking the water¬ 
ways were a cheaper way to live were starting to cause 
congestion. 

“Canals are not housing estates on water, they are 
there for navigation,” he said. 



Book m eye test at specsaveruccuili 
or uB 0000 0680241 


Applies to one par of glasses, from £69 range or a bone, includes a> frames, lenses 
and Extra Options CictuOes reglazes, safety eyewear, contact lens products and non- 
prescrlption sunglasses Cannot be used with other offers. Discount not transfer able 
in ■hole or part for cash, free eye test funded by the HMS. SKU 25666120. C2015 
Spetsjverv. All rights reserved. 
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Gluten free and flavour-full 



by Kate Whiting 

F rom your first spoonful of cereal at 
breakfast, to that lunchtime sand¬ 
wich and cupcake teatime treat, 
much of what we eat every day contains 
wheat, and with it, the protein that forms 
gluten. 

Now imagine you are Italian and you'd 
grown up eating pasta and pizza. You'd 
trained as a chef to cook the meals you 
love and then one day, you're diagnosed 
with coeliac disease and have to stop eat¬ 
ing them altogether. 

This is exactly what happened to 63- 
year-old Giancarlo Caldesi, who runs the 
only Italian cookery school in central 
London plus two restaurants with his 
British wife Katie, and who also has type 
2 diabetes. 

"I close my eyes and think of original 
pizza in Naples - best pizza ever - and it 
makes me want to sit down and cry," ad¬ 
mits the father of two boys, when we 
meet in the cookery school La Cucina 
Caldesi, off Marylebone Lane. 

Just the day before, after a three-year 
struggle with "debilitating" symptoms, 
he'd finally had the official diagnosis 
from his doctor following positive blood 
test results. Caused by the immune sys¬ 
tem reacting to gluten, coeliac disease af¬ 
fects one in 100 people, with symptoms 
including bloating, diarrhoea, constipa¬ 
tion, tiredness, mouth ulcers, sudden 
weight loss, hair loss and anaemia. 

The only treatment is to entirely cut out 
gluten from the diet, which includes cut¬ 
ting wheat, barley and rye, in order to 
manage symptoms and avoid serious 
long-term complications. 

His own experiences have spurred Gi¬ 
ancarlo and his wife on to create a 'New 
Food, New You' cookery course, to show 
people that it is possible to cook gluten 
(and sugar) free meals that are still tasty 
and satisfying. 

While Katie does most of the teaching, 
Giancarlo pops in from the restaurant to 
make sweet fresh almond milk from 
whole nuts. 

"One of the major problems with any 
disease is that you think everything is 
normal. You eat something and then you 
have to run to the loo, you think that's 
normal. You tend to find excuses for 
yourself all the time and you don't find 
the truth of what is really wrong," he 
says. 

"It's like the engine of a Ferrari, where 
you get that clean beautiful sound and 
then you put some sugar or gluten into it, 
some ghastly stuff, and suddenly that 
beautiful sound is gone and you know 
something is not right. 

"When you eat the wheat, it makes you 
feel very sleepy, also your intestines are 
no good, you rush to the toilet - it's very 
debilitating, because you have to think of 
quick exits. You feel foggy and fuzzy and 
my arthritis was getting stronger and 
stronger." 

Together, Giancarlo and his artist wife, 
who met in 1997 when she came to paint 
a mural at his first restaurant, devised a 
menu that is tasty and wholesome, filling 
but not draining. 

Over a buzzy four hours, we make 10 


■ GIANCARLO and Katie Caldesi 

recipes, some from ancient Rome, such 
as Lagana Seeded Wine Crackers with 
gluten-free ground flaxseeds and buck¬ 
wheat flour, a delicious cake with no 
sugar or gluten, with the very tempting 
sounding title Black Bean and Sweet Po¬ 
tato Chocolate Mud Cake - and my per¬ 
sonal highlights, Sweet Potato and 
Buckwheat Pizza and Courgetti (recipe 
below). 

The latter, 'spaghetti' made from cour¬ 
gettes, is something of a revelation. Very 
quick and fun to make, using a spiralizer 
which shreds the courgette into curly 
strips, it tastes like a healthier version of 
the real thing. Katie tells me her 12 and 
14-year-old boys don't even notice the 
difference, as long as she peels the cour¬ 
gette first to disguise the green. 

On this new diet, Giancarlo has lost 11 
kilos and feels like a new man: "From the 
top of my head, three quarters of my 
body is feeling completely different, lib¬ 
erated actually, full of life. I can ration¬ 
ally think straight and faster, and the 
magical thing is it's lasting. 

"And also now, if I eat something 
wrong, I know immediately because of 
the pain. And I don't eat those things, be¬ 
cause I have decided to be well is worth 
more." 


• The Caldesis run Caffe Caldesi at 
118 Marylebone Lane, Wl, La Cucina 
Caldesi Cookery School at Cross Keys 
Close, Wl and Caldesi in Campagna 
at Bray in Berkshire. 

COURGETTI WITH RAW SAUCE 
ALLA CHECCA' 

(Serves 4 as a main course and 6 as a 
starter) 

320g gluten-free spaghetti or courgetti 

from 3 courgettes 

3tbsp of extra-virgin olive oil 

25 g parmigiano reggiano, finely grated - 

optional 

lOOg ricotta to serve - optional 
For the sauce: 

200g cherry tomatoes, cut into quarters 
1 clove garlic, peeled and finely chopped 
3tbsp parsley (approx 8g), finely 
chopped 

3tbsp basil (approx 8g), finely chopped 
20g capers, rinsed well 
80g (stoned weight) olives, cut into quar¬ 
ters 

1/2-1 red chilli, finely chopped - taste it 
and add according to strength 
Salt and freshly milled black pepper 
125g buffalo mozzarella, roughly torn 
3tbsp extra-virgin olive oil 

Put the courgettes through the 
spiralizer on the finer cutter to 
form long strands like tagliolini. 
Mix all the ingredients together 
for the sauce in a large serving 
bowl. 

Heat the extra-virgin olive oil 
in a large frying pan over a gen¬ 
tle heat. (Giancarlo does this 
with a crushed garlic clove and 
a few slices of chilli to flavour 
the oil, but it's not strictly nec¬ 
essary). Pan-fry the courgetti 
tossing them in the pan with 
tongs for just a minute or two to 
heat. Use tongs to remove them 
from the pan, leaving any water 
from the courgetti in the pan 
and stir into the sauce. Top with 
spoonfuls of ricotta and parme- 
san, if using. Serve straight 
away. 

Recipe, pictured left, courtesy 
of La Cucina Caldesi. To find 
out more about the 'New Food, 
New You' cookery course, visit 
caldesi.com 



MARK HIX'S 
f RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 


Mixed bean salad 

T HIS is a great salad to serve on its own, as a meat or fish garnish 
or as part of a buffet or even picnic. You can pick and choose 
which beans or pulses you want to use - it's a good dish to use 
up odds and ends in your larder before you re-stock. 

Serves 4-6 

A selection of dried beans, soaked and cooked separately 
(chick peas, flageolet beans, black eye beans, green peas, lentils, 
etc) 

4-5 spring onions, trimmed and finely sliced 

1 medium red chilli, trimmed and finely chopped 

2-3tbsp chopped parsley 

4-5tbsp extra virgin olive oil 

ltbsp cider or white wine vinegar 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

Mix all of the beans, preferably while they are still warm, with the 
rest of the ingredients and season to taste. 

The salad will be at its best after leaving it at room temperature for 
a couple of hours, giving it the occasional stir. 



THREE OF THE BEST... Spiralizers 

• Lurch Vegetable Spirali, £25.59 
(www.lakeland.co.uk) 

This little plastic gadget has transformed meal¬ 
times and sits quite happily on our small worktop, 
with non-slip rubber feet to suction it down. It 
comes with three different interchangeable 
blades and turns courgettes into spaghetti in 
seconds, grates carrots quickly and is very easy to 


• GEFU Spiralfix Spiralizer, £38 

(www.ukjuicers.com) 

Not being especially good with gadgets, it did take 
me a while to work out how to use this spirilizer, but 
once I did, I found it really satisfying and enjoyable to 
use. Can't wait to sneakily increase my kids' veggie 
intake by making courgetti! 

• ProCook Spiralizer, £27 (www.procook.co.uk) 

Remarkably compact considering the scope of its 
skills - two interchangeable blades for either 
spaghetti or spirals, non-stick suction feet, a sleek 
stainless steel and black design, and the basis of 
a healthy meal in seconds. It's really easy to clean 
and pack away too. 



clean. Brilliant! 
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MUSIC ★ THEATRE ★ REVIEWS 



Carrie - frightening and exceptional 


M Y first visit to The Southwark 
Playhouse was to see Carrie: The 
Musical, based on Stephen 
King’s bestselling novel, and revised since 
its short run on 
Broadway in the 
late eighties. 

The Playhouse is rea¬ 
sonably sized for a 
fringe venue and has a 
real avant-garde feel¬ 
ing around the place. I 
hadn't queued for the 
unreserved seating so 
ended up to the very 
stage left of a perform¬ 
ance area which plays 
to three sides and 
which proved to be a 
more than adequate vantage point for the 
evening's show. 

The fantastical story, made even more famous 
by the 1976 cult film and subsequent remakes, fol¬ 
lows 17-year-old misfit Carrie White, whose over- 
zealous sermon preaching mother has hindered 
her natural emotional development. The meek and 
tortured Carrie hides a dark secret which proves 


M 

By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic , 


to have cataclysmic consequences when un¬ 
leashed at the senior prom. 

This honest and powerful portrayal of high 
school brutality, is painful and yet compulsive 
viewing for anyone who has ever had to endure 
bullying. 

Evelyn Hoskins as Carrie is truly astounding as 
the tormented soul who yearns for normality. Her 
sensitive and yet potent portrayal is so heartfelt 
that you can't help but empathise with her. Mirac¬ 
ulous vocals, resonate from her slight frame and 
soar throughout the auditorium, conveying the 
very essence of her tragic and crucified spirit. 

Powerhouse Kim Criswell as the odious mother 
is fabulously foreboding and also shows an exqui¬ 
site vocal range. In fact, all of the singing is ex¬ 
ceptional which, when you consider that this was 
a professional debut for some, bodes extremely 
well for the fresh and youthful cast. 

From Hoskins' very first song "Carrie" I utterly 
fell in love with the score which has bags of sen¬ 
timent but also enough realism to feel current and, 
although the band under the musical direction of 
Mark Crossland were a little overpowering in 
places, makes for what is a beautifully crafted mu¬ 
sical. 

This is a fantastic production and I would urge 
everyone to get a ticket before it's too late. 



■ TORTURED SOUL: Evelyn Hoskins is Carrie 



I KIM Criswell as Carrie's mother Margaret and Evelyn Hoskins as Carrie in Carrie: The Musical 

Photos by Claire Bilyard 



Funfair 


FUN LAND 

at Brockwell Park 
Heme Hill 
Friday 22nd May 
- Sunday 31 st May 

Open Daily 12pm-9pm 

Something for all the family! 

Come and have some fun at 
FUNLAND 
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Sprinkling a little 
more stardust 



H OAGY Carmichael was one of the most 
prolific and celebrated composers of the 
20th century and his is to be music im¬ 
mortalised in a new musical at the St James The¬ 
atre this autumn. 

The show, Stardust Hill, will contain some of 
the bandleader's most famous titles including 
Stardust and Georgia on My Mind - two of the 
most recorded American songs of all time 
Carmichael's son, also called Hoagy, is co-pro- 
ducing the show with Robert Macintosh and 
took some time to talk to me about the project. 

"It's a show which revolves around the four 
decades of my father's musical career, the 20s, 
30s 40s and 50s,” he said. 

“ He was known to be a chronicler, if you like, 
of those eras. He wrote about what he saw and 
felt and the musical moods of our country is in 
those songs. 

“Dad wrote really prolifically in all of those 
eras. The story itself is going to give you a very 
strong feeling of where you are and in what 
decade you are in, all told through music. I sus¬ 
pect you'll reach for a handkerchief in the World 
War Two segment. I 
promise you'll also 
laugh, there are 
poignant moments and 
there are laughable silly 
ones like Huggin’ and 
Chalkin’?" 

I admit I don't know 
what that is so Hoagy 
gives me a wonderful 
little rendition of the 
song that starts “ I gotta 
gal who's mighty 
sweet”. 

He continues: "These 
songs are strong 
enough that if we posi¬ 
tion them in a way, 
which I think we have, 
we let the songs tell the 
story. 

"There'll be lots and 
lots of dance and digital 
work. We're going to 
use projections so we're 
going to put the audi¬ 
ence in the fields of 
France during the Sec¬ 
ond World War." 


By Nicky Sweetland 

I asked why the show is having its world pre¬ 
miere in the UK rather than America, where the 
music has its origins. 

"People in this country are very receptive to 
Dad’s music. It costs less to produce here than 
it does in the States and they have a marvellous 
theatre." 

James Bond author Ian Fleming was quoted on 
more than one occasion to say that Hoagy sen¬ 
ior was what he wanted his 007 character to look 
like. I asked his son about the suave and dapper 
family looks. 

"He would be thrilled to hear you say that, be¬ 
lieve me,” said Hoagy junior. “Dad dined out on 
that for years - he grew into his looks put it that 
way." 

When I asked Hoagy what sets this show apart 
from others and why people should see it, he 
replied: "Because my father knew how to re¬ 
arrange seven notes into melodies." 

• Stardust Road opens at the St James' The¬ 
atre on October 27th. 


■ COMPOSER, pianist, singer, actor, and bandleader Hoagy 
Carmichael 


‘Like no other place I know’ 

BELGRAVIA'S Osborne Gallery is cur¬ 
rently holding an exhibition of new 
paintings of the Chelsea Embank¬ 
ment. 

The exhibition of 200 oil paintings 
by Londoner Garry Pereira runs until 
June 5th. 

"Chelsea Embankment is a magical 
place which holds lots of memories 
for me," said Garry. 

"I remember from being a small 
child, walking with my Grandad 
through Battersea looking across, he 
would always tell me various tales of 
famous stars who lived there. Now I 
love the walk along here - the tidal 
water and air, the cars darting along 
the foreground. To me the colours 
are always transient and fascinating, 
it is full of hope and energy and is re¬ 
ally like no other place I know." 

■ One of Garry Pereira’s paintings 
of Chelsea Embankment featured 
in the exhibition 



london 

Listings 


Art Book Fair 

May 22nd to May 24th 2015 
Book fair with the opportunity to buy impor¬ 
tant out-of-print and new publications on art, 
photography, fashion, counterculture and 
design, at the Institute of Contemporary Arts, 
Nash House,The Mall, London. 

House of Lords v House of 
Commons Tug of War 

June 2nd 2015 

Westminster College Garden, Great College 
Street, Westminster. 

Gates open 5.30pm, matches 6.30pm 
Rasing funds for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Beating Retreat: Waterloo 
Remembered at Horse Guards 
Parade 

June 10th and 11th 2015 
Dating back to the 1690s, this ceremonial 
musical event is a pageant of precision drill, 
horses, cannons and fireworks set to music. 
The event brings togetherThe Massed Bands, 
Drums, Pipes and Corps of Drums of the 
Household Division with The King's Troop 
Royal Horse Artillery and visiting military 
bands from around the world. For 2015, the 
Bands of the Troupes de Marine and the Le¬ 
gion Etrangere (French Foreign Legion) par¬ 
ticipate in the First World War and D-Day 

Chelsea Embankment 

Until June 5th 2015 

200 new paintings of the iconic Embankment 
on show at the Osbourne Gallery, Belgravia. 

Art Antiques London 

June 12th-18th 2015 
Albert Hall Memorial West Lawn, Kensington 
Gardens, SW7 (opposite the Royal Albert Hall) 
Website: www.haughton.com 
Set in the beautiful parkland of Kensington 
Gardens, the Fair's Pavilion is positioned next 
to the Albert Memorial and opposite the 
Royal College of Art and The Royal Albert 
Hall; it is the first fair to take place on the his¬ 
toric site of the Great Exhibition of 1851. 

Olympia International 
Art & Antiques Fair 

18th-28th June 2015 
Olympia National, Olympia London, Ham¬ 
mersmith Road, W14. Website: www.olympia- 
art-antiques.com 

Over 160 of the world's leading antiques spe¬ 
cialist dealers will be present at the Olympia 
International Art & Antiques Fair, which is 
now in its 43rd year. With pieces ranging 


from £100 to £1 million, the Fair offers the 
most diverse variety of high quality, vetted 
art, antiques and collectors' pieces than any 
other event in London 

Lunchtime Lectures 

June 25th 2015 

National Army Museum Lunchtime Lectures: 
The Glorious Revolution. Free lunchtime talk 
by Dr Ted Vallance. Also on July 23rd -The 
Women of Waterloo by Catriona Kennedy. 

Andre Rieu's 2015 Maastricht 
Concert at Vue Fulham 
Broadway 

July 17th - 23rd 

The king of waltz performs in his home town 
joined by his famous Johann Strauss Orches¬ 
tra. 

Buckingham Palace 
summer opening 

August 1st to September 27th 2015 
Visit Buckingham Palace, the official London 
residence of the Queen, this summer. Buck¬ 
ingham Palace is one of the world's few re¬ 
maining working royal palaces - don't miss 
the chance to see it. 

Explore the lavishly furnished State Rooms, 
containing some of the greatest treasures 
from the Royal Collection. Highlights include: 
Paintings by Rembrandt, Rubens, Vermeer, 
Poussin, Canaletto and Claude 
Sculpture by Canova and Chantrey 
Exquisite examples of Sevres porcelain 
Some of the finest English and French furni¬ 
ture in the world 

Rooftop Cinema 

Until September 30th 2015 
Fancy catching a film without having to sit in 
a stuffy cinema? Until the end of September, 
Rooftop Film Club is offering a season of clas¬ 
sic, cult and recent releases on top of two of 
London's finest rooftops: the Queen of Hox- 
ton bar, club and art collective in Shoreditch 
and former Victorian factory the Bussey 
Building in Peckham. 

On Peckham Common, cineastes can sample 
delicious food, sup cold drinks and watch 
fabulous movies as the stars come out to 
shine - all augmented by a huge screen, high- 
quality wireless headphones and comfy 
seats. Last summer saw more than 200 sold- 
out screenings, so book soon! 
commemorations. 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable and 
community organisations. 

Email your listings to: listings@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
































Thursday, May 21st 2015 


editorial @ londonweekly ne ws .co .uk 


London Weekly News 21 


TALK OF THE TOWN v Th&mtefdairnimbMm&acktM^Lmdm 


All change in Saigon 


I T'S all change at the 
Prince Edward Theatre 
this week. 

Well, not all change, but the 
multi award winning production 
of Miss Saigon is welcoming 
some new faces to its glittering 
alumni. Joining Olivier nominated 
Jon Jon Briones and What's On 
Stage winner Eva Noblezada will 
be, among others, Siobhan Dillon 
who will take on the role of Ellen 
in the classic musical based on 
Puccini's Madame Butterfly. 

Dillon shot to fame following 
her performance in the BBC talent 
show to find a Maria in 2006. 
Since then she has enjoyed West 
End success in some of the biggest 
shows in town including Legally 
Blonde and Ghost the Musical, as 


by Nicky Sweetland 

well as playing Sally Bowles in 
the UK touring production of 
Cabaret. 

I spoke to Siobhan just before 
her opening night and she told me 
what it's like to join such a highly 
acclaimed production. 

"It's daunting, and when you 
take over from anyone it's always 
a challenge. One is not to listen 
too much to what they've done 
previously, to try and make it your 
own and secondly Ellen is an 
iconic role so there are a lot of as¬ 
pects to it that are quite scary and 
it's just incredible to be asked." 

Siobhan plays Ellen, wife of a 
GI Chris, who has returned from 
war-torn Vietnam leaving behind 
Saigon bar girl, Kim whom he has 


fallen in love with. 

We meet Ellen two years later 
when Chris is told Kim has had 
his child and the couple have to 
come to terms with the fallout of 
the complicated situation. The 
heartbreaking story of lost love 
makes this one of the most pow¬ 
erful pieces of musical theatre 
ever written. 

I ask Siobhan what it's like tak¬ 
ing on the role of Ellen who is 
often unfairly seen as the baddie. 

"I'm not going to lie it has defi¬ 
nitely been something that has 
been playing on my mind quite a 
lot. I've been going through scenes 
and stopping halfway through, 
looking at our director and saying, 
‘do I come across as being really 
mean there’? 

“In the original version of the 



■ CHRIS Peluso ■ NATALIE Mendoza 



■ SIOBHAN Dillon 

story Ellen hardly featured at all 
but in this version of Miss Saigon 
she's got a lovely song and a little 
bit more time to explain herself. 
She's got a bit more time to warm 
to the audience, they've got more 
time to warm to her and so that is 
a blessing, although ultimately she 
is the one who says lets go back to 
America and leave Kim and her 
child. She thinks she's doing the 
right thing." 

The revival of Miss Saigon 
opened in May 2014, and is 


mostly unchanged from the origi¬ 
nal production which ran at The 
Theatre Royal Drury lane from 
1989 to '99. The character of Ellen 
however, has benefitted from the 
addition of a new song titled 
Maybe. Siobhan said: "I ab¬ 
solutely love it. It's difficult to try 
and act through that song because 
it's so beautiful. It shows a more 
understanding side of Ellen. 

“I really enjoy ‘Maybe’, and 
there are so many new answers in 
there that I've yet to discover. I 


just love building on perform¬ 
ances and working with different 
ideas." 

Miss Saigon's other new cast 
members include Chris Peluso as 
Chris and Natalie Mendoza as 
Gigi. Siobhan said: "Myself and 
Chris are coming into half half 
new and old ensemble so you feel 
very well supported but there's 
also a freshness. Being with Chris 
is nice because it's always nice to 
be in the same boat as the person 
you're acting opposite." 


Veggie taster menu and 
a Eurovision sing-song 



BRING your talent and taste- 
buds to celebrate Eurovision 
at the Coach and Horses this 
week. 

One of Soho's most iconic 
pubs is turning itself over to 
all things Eurovision this 
week with a special taster 
menu and a twist on the usual 
singalong. 

The Coach and Horses on 
Greek Street, which offers an 
extensive vegetarian and 
vegan menu, is celebrating 
National Vegetarian Week by 
adding an international feel 
to the menu as a salute to the 
kitsch contest which takes 
place on Saturday night in 
Vienna. 


Organiser of the event Jess 
Fox said: "Bring your teams, 
your hunger and your songs. 
We are showcasing the best 
examples of vegetarian and 
vegan food from across Eu¬ 
rope in a traditional pub en¬ 
vironment .The special taster 
menu is £20 and you get six 
different dishes from Greece, 
France, Italy, Germany, 
Spain and the UK." 

The usual Wednesday and 
Saturday singalong will have 
a different flavour with locals 
singing songs from favourite 
Eurovision shows. 

Landlord Alastair Choats 
said: "We do a piano singa¬ 
long anyway. They're really 


good fun. Very old fashioned 
round the piano and off we 
go, so to have Eurovision at 
the same time as National 
Vegetarian Week seemed to 
tie in really nicely." 

Asked about which songs he 
will be singing at Saturday 
night’s party: "I think I'd 
have to go for Bucks Fizz or 
Abba." 

The events, which started 
on Monday, will continue 
until Sunday 24th, with a spe¬ 
cial Eurovision party and sin¬ 
galong on Saturday night. 
The taster menu is available 
throughout the day. 


Oft ?$, tcgmskm fttsiwos Park 

Horn Lane Grw^chSElOORT 


0208293 5884 


Quality, Value & 
Service go hand 
in hand 


Managers Specials 

• Bathroom Suites From £299 

• Comfort height Toilet £99 

• Offset Quadrants From 
£299 

1200x800 & 1200x900 With 
Tray & Waste 

• Corner Unit & Basin Only 
£99 

. Steel Baths 1700x700 £75 



Delta 600 £299 A Wide Variety Of Mirrors 



A New Range Of Furniture 
Available Soon 
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Portobello and Golborne 
Market celebrates its 150 th 
anniversary this year! 

I_ 



Portobello 

&Golborne 


MARKET 


ONDON’S Portobello and Gol¬ 
borne Road market is one of the 
■world’s best loved markets. On 
busy Fridays and Saturdays, the mar¬ 
ket stretches a mile along Portobello 
Road and continues around the corner 
into Golborne Road. Hundreds of 
traders sell all sorts of everything, old 
and new, and there’s plenty of deli¬ 
cious food. 

Though rightly famous for antiques, the 
market is a haven for lovers of fashion, 
food, books, music, vintage and more. 
It’s the place for anyone who wants to 
find something really unique or just 


loves a great bargain. 

Surrounding Portobello market are lots 
of unique independent shops. On Sat¬ 
urdays all the antiques arcades open, 
with literally hundreds of specialist 
dealers in a maze of kiosks to explore. 
If you like shopping without knowing 
exactly what you’ll find, you’ll love Por¬ 
tobello and Golborne market. It’s real 
London with loads of character, a melt¬ 
ing pot of people from all over the 
world, filled with treasure and bargains 
to discover. 

Love the streets you shop in: shop 
Portobello & Golborne Market! 


' r : 
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FOUR different themed Love Your Local Market walking 
tours on 15,16, 22 & 23 May (Awesome Antiques, Brilliant 
Bargains, Extraordinary Edibles and Fabulous Fashion). 

Tickets are £5 and include a free 150 year edition Notting Hill Shopping 
bag and hot drink upon completion of the tour. Participants can choose from 
Barista’s Fusion (Fridays only), Bluebelles, Cafe Eve, Golborne Deli, Kipferl, 
Lowry & Baker, Orange Coffee, Pedlars (15 & 16 May only), Snaps & Rye, and 
possibly one or two more. Book tickets at www.rbkcmarkets.eventbrite.com 

Special stalls in Tavistock Square W11 for Love Your Local Market: a Youth 
Enterprise Market on 16 May and a Community Market on 23 May. 

Official anniversary celebration on Saturday May 30th (the 150th day of our 
150th year). The market stalls and shops will be festooned with 2km of be¬ 
spoke 150-year bunting and dozens of market stallholders are offering exclu¬ 
sive one-day-only promotions, from discounts, multi-buy offers and 
gifts-with-purchase to limited-edition signed artwork and a raffle with 2 
prizes of £50 worth of antique toy soldiers. Shoppers should look out for stalls 
displaying ‘Exclusive 150 year celebration offer’ signs and ask traders for de¬ 
tails. There will be other mini-events including: 

• A costumed performance of Victorian songs by Radio Days Music at the 
junction of Portobello Road and Lonsdale Road from 12 noon. 

• A day-long display of antique and vintage bicycles from the Veteran Cycle 
Club in Tavistock Square W11. 

• Free ‘Dr Bike’ bicycle tune-ups sponsored by BikeMinded in Tavistock 

Square W11. 

• A free ticketed ‘instameet’ organised by @igerslondon 
(already sold out but hopeful participants can join the 
waiting list at www.meetup.com/lnstagramersLondon) 

• A 2pm cake-cutting ceremony in Tavistock Square W11 
with a spectacular birthday cake donated by 
Hummingbird Bakery. 


your local 

market 

toveyour locAlmartot or 




Hi 


For further details follow @rbkcmarkets on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram 

or visit www.shopportobello.co.uk 


THF ROYAL HOROUC#H OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 
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Classified 


Post: London Weekly News, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, 
Penge, SE20 7TS 

Email: candy.brown@slp.co.uk Telephone: 0208 768 4919 


Public Notices 


Caravan & Camping 


X. 


Articles for Sale 


Legal Services 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 



BRAND NEW ANKLE BOOTS 

from M&S cost £45. will accept 
£35. Leather, medium heel, size 
5 1/2, pointed front, colour 
black, ladies. 07786 329 731 / 
020 7724 1548 

CHINESE GLASS FRONTED 
CABINET 5ftx7ft, Havery 
Nichols, 25 years old. Need 
own transport. £50. Tel: 07870 
956 759 

LADIES SIZE 7 ADIDAS navy 
suede baseball style boot, gold 
lurex laces, worn once, too 
tight, cost £50. Sell £25 as new. 
07459 073 986 

DIVAN BED AND BLUE 
FLOWERED MATTRESS 

(newish), overall 6ft x 2 1/2ft x 1 
1 /2ft (H). £30 ono. 07504 615 
893 

LOVELY DRESSING TABLE 

triple mirrors £50. Standard 
lamp and shade £10. Tel: 020 
8770 9807 

PHILLIPS STEAM IRON 

unwanted gift, brand new in 
box, never used, Easyspeed 
plus 2100W, steam boost up to 
lOOg. continuous steam p to 
35g/min GC2042 £22. Tel: 
07786 329731 

LADIES CASHMERE & WOOL 
COAT nearly new, size 14. £20 
only. 020 7723 9244 

BLACK & DECKER WALLPA¬ 
PER STRIPPER BD1200, used 
very little instruction, manual, 
included £12 ono. Tel: 07404 
252 523 

SMALL TRAILER 102 ERDE 
spare wheel, all lights working 
£50. 020 8995 2609 

PINE TILE TOP TABLE and 

four chairs, very little used. Two 
chairs never used, excellent 
condition. New, cost over £165, 
offers. 07786 329 731 

SHERLOCK HOLMES WELLY 
BEAR & BURBERRY BEAR 

Welley Bear £12 the 2 and a few 
china pies dolls cot and a doll. 
07512 411 253 

LADIES TROUSERS SUIT one 

navy, one brown, size 10, almost 
new. £10 each. 020 8 811 1751 

MAGIMIX LE DUO PLUS XL 

juice extractor; citrus press; 
smoothie mix. Used but less 
than one year old and in perfect 
condition. Original packaging. 
Currently £140 on Amazon. 
£50. Email for pix 
billedmead@aol.com or call 
with questions 07712 893 305 


40 SINGLE RECORDS 1960 s, 
70's & 80's. Tel: 07435 074 860 


GCSE's & 
A-Level Tuition 

(in West Ealing) 

Maths and Sciences 




Excellence 

CADEMY 


02088100387/07793146153 


Clairvoyants 
& Psychic 
Events 

VANMERLIN 

Spiritual 

Councillor 

Tarot readings 
& healings 

Accurate advice 
and guidance 

07426 001 375 

TO 

ADVERTISE 

YOUR 

BUSINESS 

CALL 

020 

8768 

4920 

or 

020 

8768 

4922 
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Static Caravan Clearance Sale! 

From only £8,995 with FREE site fees 
Camber Sands is the premier holiday park on 
the South East Coast open 12 months of the year. 
Chalets & Lodges available too, finance available 
with a 10% deposit. Buy with confidence, HPI 
checked & fully warranty offered. 

Call Charlotte today 07446 I I I 787 


BARGAINS DUE TO BUSINESS CLOSURE 


Single Bed £75 

very sturdy with metal base and beech surround 

Fridge £15-£50 

Werzalit Maple look table and base £27 
High backed upholstered chair £25 

call 07466 528 008 for complete list of available items 


WILLS AND PROBATE 
POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
TAX PLANNING AND TRUSTS 


UOOD* 


A 


Something you have been meaning to do for years: Make or Update Your Will. 

Non-complex Wills for Just £99, Mirror Wills £169. 

Home visits from a regulated law firm by a local consultant. 

Quote GLS 1 for a 5% off! 

Other Services Mirror wills, Fixed Fee Probate, Property and Family Trusts, Professional 
Executor Services, Lasting Power of Attorney, Business Wills, and more. 

0203 627 6917 INFO @ GOODWILLS GREENWICH.CO.UK 


Electric Nearly 
New Cooker 

V. good condition 
4 rings, grill, oven etc 
Collect nr S. Norwood 
station 

£150 

07737 261 950 


CAHA'/All IF Oil SAM 

Camber Sands Holiday Park 

• Sleeps 6 

• Beach Access 

• £ 5,000 

+ 

• Connection & 
Fees 

I • Finance Available 

Call Luke 07950 127 697 


KOGAN 1000 WATTS 
BLENDER new/unused still in 
package box £60. Murphy 
Richard Bread Maker - only 
used twice in perfect working 
order £35. Mini Deep Fryer £15, 
new still in box. 07830 535 635, 
020 7358 9745 

HOOVERETTE midel 2944, 
working order in original box 
315. Microwave (cream colour) 
£15. Hinari Lifestyle. Tel: 07435 
074 860 

IRONING BOARD good condi¬ 
tion £5. Tel: 07435 074 860 


PHILISHAVE TRACER (HS 

355/S) 30min charge- electron¬ 
ic rechargeable £10. Tel: 07435 
074 860 

VARIOUS MAGAZINES, 
NEWSPAPERS etc of Royal 
Family £10 the lot. Tel: 07435 
074 860 


Jewellery / 
Watches/ 
Clocks 


TWO PANDORA ITEMS 1 

bracelet £25; 1 bangle £45, sil¬ 
ver. Call 020 8879 6245 


SONY TELEVISION with 
stand and remote £60. Solid 
wood high chair £20. Selection 
of office swivel leather chairs, 
black/red from £20. Can deliver 
Tel: 07961 510 682 


JIGSAW PUZZLE 400 piece 
Windor Castle, Jigsaw Puzzle 
300 piece, double sided, Map 
of the World, Monopoly game 
c/w instructions. All items com¬ 
plete and in good condition £16 
the lot. Tel: 020 8461 0846 


MODEL RAILWAY Items want¬ 
ed good prices paid for your 
locos, rolling stock. All makes 
considered please call 020 
8304 9180 with details 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970‘s football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 

MODEL RAILWAY Items want¬ 
ed good prices paid for your 
locos, rolling stock. All makes 
considered please call 020 
8304 9180 with details 

SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970‘s football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 


PARALYMPIC GAMES T- 
SHIRT Trainers, track suit bot¬ 
tom (new) white, all 2012 
Olympic, wore once, only nego¬ 
tiate prices, leather black boots, 
ladies nearly new. Tel: 020 8857 
8060 / 0752 701 2628 

LARGE BAG OF VARIOUS 
LADIES CLOTHES approx size 
12/14 including black leather 
handbags. £10 the lot. Tel: 
07435 074 860 

29 LADIES HANDBAGS 

assorted styles & colours £2 & 
£3 each or all for £65 ono 
(Morden). Tel: 020 8646 1247 


WOODEN CABINET pure 
wood, light brown, good condi¬ 
tion, top area, 3 shelves with 
glass display and below 2 
doors, all closed in. Size approx 
6ft tall 4ft wide £50 ono. Buyer 
collects SE26/SE6 Area. Quick 
sale. 020 8695 9994 

x6 TABLES 100cm x 60cm, 
with screw on legs. New, no 
tools needed. £10 each or £50 
the lot. Beautiful Chippendale 
coffee or office table £20. Can 
deliver. 07961 510 682 

SOLID WOOD ITALIAN COF¬ 
FEE TABLE with ball and claw 
feet, collect from Thamesmead 
£25 and is in perfect condition. 
TeL: 07810 541 409 


2 SMALL DOG BASKETS plas¬ 
tic, £7 the pair or £4 each. Tel: 
07435 074 860 


( Continued oiT\ 
next page J 


Please mention this 
newspaper when calling 
advertisers 


The ultimate Congolese 
dance and music party! 

A tribute to the sharp dressing sapeurs 


U 

Coup Fatal 


Serge Kakudji 
Rodriguez Vangama 
Fabrizio Cassol 
Alain Platel 


Sadler's Wells Theatre 

sadlerswells.com 
0844 412 4300 
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Cleaning 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALI 

020 8168 4920 


020 8168 4922 


First Choice for 
cleaning 


• Domestic cleaning 

• Daily, weekly, one-off spring cleaning 

• End of tenancy cleaning 

• Office and commercial cleaning 

• After building cleaning 

• Residential and common area 

• Restaurants, pubs and bars 

• Ironing, laundry, dry cleaning 


Excellent rates. Outstanding value. 

T: 020 8452 2900 

www.cleaningteamservices.co.uk 


AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 



l Ace Building & "| 
IDecorating Servicesl 

I Handyman Services, 1 
I Electrical, Plastering, | 
| Decorating, Roofing, Gardening, | 

| First Half Hour Service | 
| FREE for OAP g 

I 020 8393 6346 l 
I 07956 230 760 I 


Gjipesc Builder 

Roofing, Brickwork, 
Plastering, Electrics, 
Carpentry, Kitchens, 
Interior Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop Fitting, 
Decorating and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 

No Job Too Big Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 



AVONDALE 
FLOOR SANDING 

Sanding, staining, 
sealing, waxing, 
wood floor repairs, 
woodworm treatment 
95% dust free, 
hard wood, parquet, 
oak, hard woodstrip, 
solid oak flooring 
suplied and fitted from 
£70 sq metre 
CALL 07702 214 620 
0208 712 4728 



Personal service 

in interior design, 
commercial and 
residential project 
management, planning 
submissions. Trustworthy, 
reliable and efficient. 
Please contact Charlotte on 
0789 4664112 or 

email 

charlie@cjdesign.uk.com 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

CALL 

020 8168 4920 
020 8168 4922 


CARPET 

CLEANING 


Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 


EXCELLENT 
FEMALE GARDENER 

House Cleaner 
Good references 
available 

Only £12 per hour 

07792 320 382 



« ss 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


WOODLANDS 

PAVING 

All types of Paving 
Driveways 
Patios 
Fencing 

Pressure Washing 
All general landscaping 

0800 474 8510 

07RW *49 077 


AJB ELECTRICAL 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 
020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


George Electrical 

Local Electrical Services 

• Lights • Sockets • Fuseboards 

• Cooker Connections • Certificates 

All Electrical Work Undertaken 
Tel: 0208-552-9942 Mob: 0777-077-4096 


Replacement fuse boards, additional sockets 
& lights, security lights, garden lights. 

Full rewires, Tests & Inspection. 

Landlord certificates. .'> 

\8 

New Cross, London SE14 

07854 004 367 dlewiselectrical@aol.com 


\ 10 % off 4 

Call repair work ^ 
^/duringMay \ 


Handy Man 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, electrical, painting, 
decorating, fitting, fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 

ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 


HOME 

MAINTENANCE 

Washing Machine/ 
Dish Washer plumbed-in 
and repaired 

Damp proofing/Brickwork 
Repairs. Repointing 
Porches, Walls, BBQ built 

020 7635 2786 




Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 



& 


-f* 

020 8768 49 


m 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 




We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 


Plumbing & Heating 



BOILER HEATING 
PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

We can cover all your needs with just one call 

Boiler & Heating Repairs / Renew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 
/ Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service / All Works Guaranteed 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 
www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk 


PLUMBING 
HEATING & 
BLOCKAGES 

Small jobs - boiler 
changes 

Full heating systems etc 
Gas safe: 216739 
Call Danny 

07958 409 998 


TUBBS 

PLUMBING 

Reliable Husband 
& Wife Team 
Cheap Rates!! 

No Job too small 
No call out charge! 
020 8695 9165 
07768 512 240 


Storage & Removals 


ONE 

STOP 


Highly secure storage facility 
with mailbox hire & packaging supplies 



Man and Van 




■O 


All types of jobs and 
budgets 

Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 
Jobs can be done at short 
notice 

Big Marcedes Van 
All new equipment 


Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 


AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 

House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


MAN & VAN 

FUL|glNSUftED 


From £26 per hour From £50 per hour 
Single Item £35 within a 2 mile radius 

020 8659 7373 
07947 994 752 

.._ istorytotell.co.uk 

Visit: storytotell.co.uk 

Minimum Booking - 2hrs 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
megacheap@hotmail.com 


www.megacheao.biz 

**min booking of 2 hours** 


J R MORTIMER 

Family lousiness for 
over GO years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
f=r&& esf/mafes 
Phone 020 8856 3382 
john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 



AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
6866 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


ALLAWAY 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 



AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 



DECORATING 

ZONE 

Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
15 Years Experience 

07947 667 135 



TLC PAVING & 
LANDSCAPING 

All types 

Paving • Sandstone • Patio 
Design • Fencing • Tarmac 
All types of Gardening 
and Landscaping 

For FREE quote 
07717 219 834 


Thursday, May 21st 2015 

CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard 
Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the 
Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descrip¬ 
tions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the 
provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading 
Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities 
must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) 

Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, 
commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, 
be deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their 
names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addi¬ 
tion to these requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 
1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling 
goods in the course of business either by content, format, size or 
place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, 
‘dealer’, ‘agent’, ‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or 
damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing 
of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or 
day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box 
numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the 
day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion 
days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons 
the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. 

This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain 
full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to 
vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, 
whether or not the advertisement has already been accepted for 
publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertise¬ 
ments, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents 
should therefore check their advertisements and inform us of any 
errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Typographical or minor changes, 
which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify 
for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi¬ 
display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards 
Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help 
finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the 
Advertising Standards Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force 
at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for 
remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers 
shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an 
acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the 
Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the 
publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the 
value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms of 
less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had 
been allowed will be reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed 
terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank 
of England base rate for each month that the account is over¬ 
due and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will 
be reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will 
be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent 
to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and sever¬ 
ally liable for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should 
the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the 
agent acts for the advertiser and not for the publisher with the 
agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the 
accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice 
date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the pub¬ 
lishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure 
the continuity of these services, but some occasional technical 
downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher 
and its associated companies shall be under no liability if the pro¬ 
duction and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by 
any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published 
advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. 
Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially 
by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not 
reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not 
available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testi¬ 
monials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must 
not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as 
part of the advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no 
charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertise¬ 
ments, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone 
number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a 
credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the 
fact that a search has been made. We may need to share your 
information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. 
However, we will only use the information from these searches to 
make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud preven¬ 
tion or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and 
analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group 
Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or 
they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may 
be of interest to you. The information may be provided by letter, 
telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may 
be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult 
services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such adver¬ 
tisements. 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


0208 768 4919 IgAU 0208 776 8863 l^iiMli candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


Voluntary 


Office & Clerical 


Charity Trustee Board Vacancy 

The Students’ Union, University of Greenwich has a 
vacancy for a voluntary Trustee with finance 
experience. This is an exciting opportunity to support 
the development of a charity which supports the 
University’s 36,000 students. 

Please email d.ford@gre.ac.uk for more information 
or go to http://www.suug.co.uk/aboutus/jobs/ 
Closing date: Sunday 31st May 2015. 



EXPERIENCED MULTI¬ 
DROP DRIVERS 

Delivering in Central 
London 

Clean Licence essential 
Monday - Saturday 
Based in Billingsgate 
Market El 4 
Salary neg 
Tel; 07976 757 543 



TRAINEE 

REQUIRED 

NATIONAL 

WINDSCREENS 

Elephant & Castle 
Please Call Darrell 
on 

020 7708 0987 



Part Time Afternoon and late evening 

Receptionist 

wanted for General Practice in London SE1 

We are based over 2 sites which are less than 10 
minutes’ walk from each other. The successful 
candidate will be expected to work over both sites. 
Receptionist to work 21 hours per week from 
Monday to Thursday mornings. 

Salary range from £8,190 to £8,736 and 5 weeks 
annual leave per year. 

To apply please request an Application Form and 
email to nika.mencel@nhs.net 


One Part Time Admin/IT 

posts available for General Practice in London SE1 

We are based over 2 sites which are less than 10 minutes’ 
walk from each other. The successful candidate will be 
expected to work over both sites. 

One Administrator with good IT skills to work 23 hours 
per week from Monday to Wednesday. 

Salary range from £8,970 to £9,568 and 
5 weeks annual leave per year. 

To apply please request an Application Form and email to 

Sonia.mcvinnie@nhs.net 


Busy friendly GP Practice requires 

2 PART-TIME 

PERMANENT RECEPTIONISTS 

lx 2 mornings and 1 evening. 18.25 hrs p/wk 
lx 4 afternoons and evenings. 20.5 hours p/wk 
CV and cover letter to Practice Manager, 
The Surgery, The Gardens, London SE22 9QU 
or e-mail: jenny.shearer@nhs.net. 
Closing date 2 weeks from date of advert 



Media Sales Executive 


South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 



If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 
karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


m 

MHB 


CALL 

020 

8768 

4923 

or 

620 

8768 

4924 




improving lives: valuing people 


P 


. Sapphire Independent Housing is a specialist housing association 
bapphire providing quality housing, support and related services to single people 
Independent an< ^ families in housing need across four London boroughs and Hertsmere. 

Housing We are investing heavily in our stock and committed to delivering high 

levels of customer care to a diverse client group. This is an opportunity to 
make a difference and help shape our future success. 


HOUSING ASSISTANT 

Victoria, London 
35 hours per week 

12 month fixed term contract, £22,109 pa 


Closing date for 
return of completed 
applications 
is Friday 
5th June 2015. 


HOUSING ASSISTANT, PART TIME 

Victoria, London 

20 hours per week, 4pm - 8pm, Monday - Friday 
12 month fixed term contract, £12,633 pa 

We are seeking a Housing Assistant with strong customer service and 
rent collection skills to provide an efficient and proactive housing 
management service to the residents of our general needs hostel in 
Victoria. 

We offer a generous benefits package including private health and 
life insurance. 


Assessment centre 
and interview 
will be held in the 
week commencing 
13th June 2015. 


If you would like to be considered for either of the above posts, an 
application form can be downloaded from our website at www.sih.org 
Appointment is subject to Sapphire Independent Housing receiving 
an enhanced DBS Check which we consider acceptable. We welcome 
all applications and value diversity within our workforce. 

Sapphire Independent Housing is a charitable registered housing provider. 


www.sih.org 


Yr 



Atkins Road, Clapham Park, LONDON SW12 OAB 
Tel: 020 8673 5644 Fax: 020 8675 8577 
e-mail: schsec@laretraite.lambeth.sch.uk 
www.laretraite.lambeth.sch.uk 
Head Teacher: Mr J Conway 

PREMISES OFFICER 

(Salary: NJC Scale 4 Pts 18-21 £21,120 - £23,145 p.a.) 

With 5 hours contractual overtime per week 
during term-time for an additional £3,385 - £3,709 p.a. 
Required for as soon as possible 

We are looking for a skilled, motivated individual for the key role of 
Premises Officer to work as part of our premises team which is 
expanding to four staff to accommodate our increasing usage of the 
school by outside hirers. 

You will possess a range of building maintenance, DIY and 
caretaking skills and show a commitment to maintaining the school 
and its grounds to the high standard expected, and always with the 
safety of our students in mind. Relevant qualifications are desirable, 
but more important is a flexible, “can do” attitude and a sense of 
pride in good workmanship. 

You will need to possess the ability to be methodical and well- 
planned in the management of your workload, as well as having the 
ability to react to unforeseen situations and emergencies. 

Weekly working hours will total 40 per week and you will work from 
11.30 am to 8.30 pm, Monday to Friday, on an all year round basis. 
However, flexibility is key as you may be required to change your 
hours at short notice on an infrequent basis. You will also be the 
first point of contact for any hirers using our new Multi-Purpose 
sports pitch or other school facilities between the hours of 5.00pm 
and 8.00 pm. 

We are in a good location 10 minutes walk from both Balham and 
Clapham South tube stations and have on-site car parking facilities. 

La Retraite RC School is committed to safer recruitment and is 
an Equal Opportunities Employer. 

The successful candidate will be asked to apply for a Disclosure 
and Barring (DBS) check from the Disclosure & Barring Service. 
Further information about the disclosure can be found at 
www.gov.uk/disclosure-barring-service-check 

For further an application pack, please download the details from the 
school website or e-mail Mrs Avenell, the Head’s PA on the above e- 
mail address. 

The closing date for applications is Friday, 29th May 2015. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 
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Motability 

MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 

MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 


MINI 


£99 


ADVANCE PAYMENT* 




CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 

LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.UK 

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.7 1/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.9 l/100km). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 l/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1st Janand 31st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 



OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 

To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbrriw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1 -4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.8 l/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km . Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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Twit Barton 
strikes again 


OEY Barton has done many foolish 
things in his life, including petulant 
actions that have got him into trouble 
on and off the field before and during his 
four years while contracted to QPR. 



JOEY Barton tussling with West Ham's Kevin Nolan 
Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 



His nine career sendings- 
off have largely been 
explained away as 'heat of 
the moment 1 reactions 
when the red mist has 
descended and Barton has 
typically acted without first 
engaging his brain. 

What cannot so easily be 
excused are the 
extraordinary series of 
messages Barton sent to 
QPR legend and former 
Fulham favourite Rodney 
Marsh on Twitter, the social 
networking website. 

Five days after his club 
was relegated and on the 
eve of their final home 
game of the season, 
Saturday’s 2-1 victory 
against Newcastle United, 
Barton became embroiled 
in a bizarre spat with one of 
the most revered and 
talented former players in 
the club's history. 

Some of Barton's tweets 
that could be viewed by his 
2.99million online 
followers were clearly 
intended to humiliate and 
patronise the 70-year-old 
Marsh. 

When Marsh’s former 
England and Manchester 
City team-mate Francis Lee 
intervened in support of his 
old pal, urging Barton to 
“have some bloody 
respect”, the 32-year-old 
Scouser ridiculed him too. 

This unedifying online 
spectacle perpetuated by 
R’s captain, one of the 
club's most senior and 
highly-paid players, is the 
final shameful straw for 
QPR at the end of a 
wretched season. 

It’s true that Marsh is no 
shrinking violet when it 
comes to having his say 
about current football 
matters. Some of his tweets 
tend to poke gentle fun at 
others in the game and are 
liberally laced with 
sardonic wit. After Barton 
was sent-off in the 2-1 
defeat at relegation rivals 
Hull in February, Marsh 
tweeted that Barton has 
"the brains of a rocking 
horse." 

The player later took to 
Twitter to apologise to the 
travelling fans and his 
team-mates. 

Like Barton, Marsh has a 
large ego and had a 
reputation as an outspoken 
TV pundit long after his 
playing days were over. But 
even the man who made the 
hooped No. 10 shirt famous 
in the 60s and early 70s 
clearly felt sufficiently 
embarrassed by his childish 
exchanges with Barton last 
weekend to issue an 
apology to his 78,800 
followers. 

But here’s the thing. As 


retired ex-players, Marsh 
and Lee don’t have to 
consider the impact their 
personal opinions could 
have on their employers. 

However, as captain of 
QPR, Barton should think 
more carefully before he 
tweets. By definition, he 
represents the club as well 
as himself and he must 
understand that his words 
and actions can be 
influential and, in this case, 
harmful. 

Healthy debate and good 
'banter' should be harmless 
but it damages the club's 
reputation and credibility 
when one of its senior pro's 
engages in such high- 
profile, puerile nonsense. 

Thoughtless 

Worse than the comments 
he directed at Marsh was a 
particularly thoughtless 
tweet in which Barton 
suggested fans who "work 
at Sainsbury's" aren't 
qualified to give an opinion 
on his contract 
negotiations. 

Having endured then- 
second relegation in three 
years, long-suffering QPR 
fans don't deserve to be 
insulted by a player whose 
lavish £50,000-per-week 
wages they contribute to. 

While a number of 
sycophants tweeted their 
encouragement and support 
for the attention-seeking 
Barton as his feud with 
Marsh escalated, the 
majority of Twitter 
respondents - including 
many fans of Man City as 
well as QPR - were 
appalled by his 
contemptuous sneering 
words for two superstars of 
a bygone era. 

Judge for yourself how 
much Barton has again let 
down the club and himself 
when you read the full 
transcript of his tweets - 
but first, some background 
explanation. 

For younger supporters 
who might not know their 
football history and to save 
them ‘Googling’ his name: 

■ RODNEY MARSH 

Of the three English 
teams he played for, 
Fulham, QPR and 
Manchester City, Marsh 
spent the longest period at 
Loftus Road. After being 
signed from Fulham for 
£15,000 in 1966, he made 
211 League appearances 
for the R's, scoring 106 
goals spanning six seasons. 

He netted the second goal 
in third division R's famous 
3-2 victory against top 
flight West Bromwich 
Albion at Wembley in the 


1967 League Cup Final and 
helped the club to 
consecutive promotions. 

Marsh left Loftus Road in 
1972, when Manchester 
City paid £200,000 to lure 
him to Maine Road. He 
spent four largely 
disappointing years with 
them before returning to his 
first club, Fulham, for a 
final 16-game flourish in 
1976-77. 

In total. Marsh made 505 
league appearances, scoring 
218 goals from 1963 until 
1977. 

Those who appreciated 
the maverick's flamboyant 
playing style believe it was 
a travesty that he was 
capped only nine times by 
England (one goal) 
between 1971-73. 

After enjoying the best 
part of 10 years playing and 
coaching in the USA, 

Marsh returned to England, 
where from 1990 until 2005 
he was a regular TV pundit 
for Sky. 

If, like me, you’re a 
dinosaur who already 
knows Marsh’s CV, thanks 
for your patience. However, 
if you are a bit of a 
technophobe and have no 
interest in Twitter, this is 
how the Twittersphere 
works: 

■ TWITTER 

Founded in 2006, it is an 
online social networking 
service that enables users to 
send and read short 140- 
character messages called 
'tweets'. Registered users 
can read and post tweets 
but unregistered users can 
only read them. Tweets are 
usually sent from a 
personal computer, mobile 
phone or tablet (no, Mrs 
Jones, that's not something 
the doctor prescribes). 

Like Facebook, which 
operates in a similar way, 
Twitter can become 
addictive for those who 
believe that it is imperative 
to describe their every 
emotion and food intake to 
all their 'friends' and 
followers, even though 


many are, and will forever 
remain, complete strangers 
to them. 

Twitter claims it has 
302m monthly active users, 
with 500m tweets sent per 
day (though not all by Joey 
Barton). With getting on for 
three million followers, 
many of whom hang on his 
every word, Barton is 
among the most prolific 
tweeters from the world of 
sport. Since he joined in 
2010, he has issued 15,800- 
plus tweets. 

Many of his team-mates 
at Loftus Road are also 
active on Twitter, including 
Rio Ferdinand (6.2m 
followers), Charlie Austin 
(65,600), Leroy Fer 
(128,000), Robert Green 
(22,900), Karl Henry 
(22,700), Matty Phillips 
(38,500), Shaun Wright- 
Phillips (434,000) and 
Mauricio Isla (49,700). 

In fairness to Barton, and 
for what it's worth, he was 
the first QPR player to 
tweet his apologies to fans 
after the 6-0 dmbbing at 
Manchester City that 
condemned them to the 
second tier. 

QPR chairman Tony 
Fernandes (968,000) also 
uses Twitter to 
communicate his thoughts 
and views on matters 
involving his company Air 
Asia and QPR, although the 
response he receives is 
inevitably mixed and, 
following a bad defeat, 
abusive. 

But back to Barton. 

This is how the sorry saga 
unfolded last weekend. 
The tweets reproduced 
here are unedited and 
verbatim. Where known 
(Marsh subsequently 
deleted all of his tweets to 
Barton) the timing of the 
tweets is also included. 

FRIDAY, MAY 15 

The catalyst for the 
conflict was Barton's 
Twitter reaction to a 
newspaper report stating 
that his agent had 


contacted Marseille 
chairman Vincent Labrune 
to see if he could return to 
the French club where he 
had spent the 2012-13 
season on loan from QPR. 

Barton (1.32pm): First 
I’ve heard of a conversation 
between President Labrune 
and my agent today. Never 
had a clue that it happened 
till I read it today. 

Barton: (1.35pm): I am 
still of the belief that if 
you’re part of a team that 
goes down. You should try 
to help them back up. But 
that decision is not mine. 

In fact, It was Marsh who 
triggered the exchange 
between him and Barton 
when he sent this first tweet 
to the R’s skipper .. . 

Marsh (1.36pm): Sack 
your agent 

Barton (1.38pm): For 

what Rodney? I’m 
unemployed in a month. 
Sounds like he’s just doing 
his job? 

Marsh (1.43pm): You 

said he approached another 
team without your 
permission & you read it 
first in the paper. 

Supporters began to 
respond to the comments of 
both Marsh and Barton ... 

Barton (1.45pm): A lot 
of people talking on here 
like they've been involved 
in contract/transfer 
negotiations. Not sure how 
when you work in 
Sainsbury’s. 

Cue abuse aimed at 
Barton from ordinary fans 
who are not in the 
privileged position of being 
paid tens of thousands of 
pounds a week for kicking a 
ball around. Barton 
continues to trade insults 
with Marsh .. . 

Barton: (1.50pm): I keep 
wondering how you know 
so much and you were such 
a legend and yet nobody 
offers you a job? Why is 
that? 

Marsh (2.01pm): There’s 
an old Cheyenne Indian 
saying: ‘Never get into a 
p*****g contest with a 
skunk’ #my error 

Barton (2.07pm): sounds 
like very wise words Rod. 
Enough freeloading from 
you for one day. Don’t let 
the bitterness eat you up. 

Marsh (5.26pm): 
Bitterness? At your age I 
was captaining MCFC 
against Barcelona & 
playing for England. You? 

Barton: Let it go mate. 
You peaked over 40 yrs ago 
in Div2. 

Barton: haha you were 
terrible at City and by your 
own admission cost them 
the title. 

Barton: You did well in 
lower leagues when 
football was played at 
walking pace. Probably 
earned two ollies and a 
frog. 

Barton (8.53pm): Give 
@rodneymarsh a follow. 
He's a 70yr old ex¬ 
footballer who likes arguing 
with current players on 
social media. 

In support of Marsh, 
former QPR goalkeeper 
Peter Hucker aimed a 
sarcastic put down at 
Barton .. . 

Hucker: don’t knock it 
Rod Joey could be 
captaining QPR at Mk 
Dons next season 

Barton (8.54pm): There 


you go Hot-Rod. Must 
publicity you've ever had... 
(inserts link to the Rodney 
Marsh Wikipedia page 
detailing his career history). 

Barton (9.10pm): 
shouldn't really get 
involved. Especially, day 
before game. My bad. He’ll 
be getting blanked from 
now. 

Barton then extracted 
team line-ups from the 
history section of an official 
online Barcelona source to 
illustrate that Marsh was 
substituted at half-time 
while playing for Man City 
against Barca in a pre¬ 
season friendly in August 
1986. 

Barton (9.10pm): 

Couldn't resist this. 
Captained City in pre¬ 
season friendly against 
Barca and got dragged at 
HT? oops. 

Barton (9.12pm): I 
actually feel sorry for him. 
So sad. Hate it when this 
happens to old players. 
#justletitgo 

Barton then posted team 
line-ups from the City of 
Manchester Stadium 
inauguration match against 
Barcelona, on August 10, 
2003, pointing out his 
appearance as a 74th 
minute substitute for City 
(whom he played for from 
2002-07). 

Barton (9.16pm): I 

played in a friendly match 
win against them as well 
when I was 20. Where was 
you at 20 Hot-Rod? 

Barton (9.20pm): He’s a 
bitter man. He has had far 
too much to say in recent 
years. He is a ‘QPR legend’ 
and 70yrs old, so out of 
respect I’ll leave him now. 

Marsh: Had my day. 

Now a dinosaur, but Twitter 
is public domain. 

Barton (9.21pm): Hope 
the banter hasn’t been too 
much for you 
@RodneyMarshl0 If you 
can’t take it then you 
should really give it? Have 
a good life. 

At this point, Francis Lee, 
who has 35,300 Twitter 
followers, decided to join 
the debate in defence of his 
former team-mate ... 

Lee (9.24): grow up Joey 
and have some bloody 
respect. You aren’t and 
never will be fit to lace 
@RodneyMarshlO's boots!! 

Barton (9.26): 
@FrannyLee7 respect is a 
two way street. Rodney 
chose to comment on issues 
he knows nothing about. He 
had too much to say for too 
long. 

Barton had a combined 
dig at Marsh and Lee . .. 

Barton (9.28): 
@FrannyLee7 
@RodneyMarshl0 but 
please don’t make the 
mistake of confusing the 
game you played to ours. 
You wouldn’t last a half 
now. 

Barton (9.29): pie 

dinners and 4 pints for pre¬ 
match! Game moved on. 
You were good players in 
your time. But you’d 
stmggle now. 

Barton (9.33pm): Off 
Twitter now before the 
whole of yester-years 
‘stars’ come out the 
woodwork. 

Lee (10.12pm): Prefer to 
have been a ‘star’ of 
yesteryear, than a very 


moderate player today. 

More relegations than 
medals. 

SATURDAY, MAY 16 

At lunch-time, Marsh 
drew a line under his 
exchanges with Barton by 
deleting his previous tweets 
to the QPR skipper and 
apologising to R’s fans ... 

Marsh (1.47pm): 
Apologies to QPR fans. 
Should not have got 
dragged into that Twitter 
mess yesterday. Club 
always more important than 
any individual. 

SUNDAY, MAY 17 

Refusing to let sleeping 
dogs lie, Barton resumed 
‘banter ’ with Lee, who 
scored 112 League goals in 
248 games for Man City. 
The City legend also 
alluded to his collection of 
27 England caps compared 
to Barton’s one .. . 

Barton (11.14am): 

@FrannyLee7 you’re 
obviously obsessed with 
me. If you want I’ll pop 
round and give you an 
autograph. Whats the 
visiting hours at the home? 

Lee (11.17am): Haha that 
made me laugh! If you 
come round I’ll lend you 
one my caps to double your 
collection! 

Lee (11.23am): Joey 
tweeted some abuse and has 
now blocked me... Oh well 

Finally, in response to 
supportive comments he 
received from Man City 
fans, he concluded... 

Lee (11.48am): haha I 
couldn't care less. He'll 
(Barton) never learn to keep 
his mouth shut 

It is very unlikely QPR 
will take any disciplinary 
action against Barton for 
bringing the club into 
disrepute. He will be out 
of contract after Sunday’s 
meaningless final game of 
the season at Leicester 
and is expected to leave 
on a free transfer. 

Tony Fernandes, accused 
of being too star-struck in 


his four years at the helm, 
should have curbed the 
worst of Barton’s social 
media activity long ago. 
And after the captain’s 
disrespectful remark 
belittling fans who “work at 
Sainsbury’s”, a stronger 
chairman would force h im 
to make an immediate 
public apologise. 

At least director of 
football Les Ferdinand 
seems poised to act. He has 
pledged to ban the players 
from tweeting about 
football matters next 
season. 

Ferdinand admits he has 
no time for the social media 
platform. “I hate Twitter,” 
he told talkSPORT radio’s 
Adrian Durham. “You get 
involved in arguments with 
people when there’s no 
need to do that. It becomes 
personal and bitter. 

“A few of our players had 
a problem with (BBC Radio 
presenter) Stan Collymore 
earlier this season. I just 
don’t understand it. 

“If you see someone face 
to face and you want to 
express your opinion then, 
fine, but why do you want 
to do it on social media so 
everyone can see it? 

“One thing I will be doing 
next season is that I don't 
want any of our players on 
Twitter. That’s one of the 
rules I will put in place. 
‘Tweet whatever you like 
about yourself but if it 
involves the club you will 
be fined’.” 

The tmth is, Joey Barton 
will be remembered by fans 
more for all the controversy 
he has become embroiled in 
on and off the field 
throughout his career and 
for being an average 
journeyman midfielder 
lucky enough to have 
played in this goldmine era. 

Certainly, his impact on 
the game, especially at 
QPR, has never come close 
to that achieved by the 
popular and much more 
talented Rodney Marsh. 


0 County 
Cricket 


■ MIDDLESEX went six points clear of Durham at 
the top of the County Championship (first division) 
table following last week’s 79-run victory inside 
three days against Sussex at Hove. 

After their opening draw against Notts and wins 
against Somerset and Durham, Middlesex twice bowled 
Sussex out inside 53 overs to collect 21 points. 

Neil Dexter, prospering from sideways movement on a 
lively pitch, and Steven Finn took four wickets each in 
the second innings. 

Middlesex begin their NatWestT20 Blast campaign 
against Gloucestershire at Bristol tomorrow, then travel 
down to Hampshire on Sunday for the start of their next 
four-day LV Championship fixture. 

■ SURREY quickly proved that there is life after 
Kevin Pietersen with a 44-run victory in their 
NatWest T20 Blast match against Essex last 
weekend, having lost to Glamorgan at The Kia Oval 
by 25 runs the previous night. 

Pietersen missed both matches after damaging his calf 
in the seven-wicket LV Championship home win over 
Leicestershire in which he recorded a sensational 355 
not out - just before receiving the shattering news that 
he will not be recalled to the England team this summer. 

Steven Davies smashed a 57-ball century and was 115 
not out as Surrey reached their target in a dramatic final 
session as Pietersen looked on from the sidelines. 

Surrey return to LV Championship action from 
Sunday, when they face Kent at Beckenham. 
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A bridge too 
far for kids 



WELCOME to the big-time: Ruben Loftus-Cheek replaces Cesc Fabregas Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


W ITH Ruben Loftus-Cheek and 
Izzy Brown expected to have 
been given substantial minutes 
on the pitch by Jose Mourinho at West 
Bromwich Albion on Monday night, the 
man who groomed the young stars is 
concerned that the demands on the kids 
may be hampering their development. 

Adi Viveash, the Blues' Under-21 manager, oversaw 
successive 1-0 defeats within five days that allowed 
Manchester United to snatch the U21 Premier League 
title at the weekend. 

Speaking exclusively to LWN Sport after seeing his 
team concede a last-gasp winner to West Ham at 
Stamford Bridge on Friday, Viveash, is more 
“philosophical than angry” at the scheduling of 
fixtures at such a crucial time of the business end of 
the season. 

“We played Sunderland on Monday of last week,” 
he said. “We lost 1-0, and for our young players that 
was a game too far. 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

“Against West Ham, in the first half we were stiff 
and struggled to get into any rhythm. We played three 
at the back, as we needed to win in order to put 
pressure on Manchester United at the top of the table. 
Bu that didn’t work. 

“West Ham's wide players were very positive, so we 
changed it to four at the back, our normal shape, and 
then we were more competitive. In the second half, we 
had more than enough chances to win the game but 
just didn't take them. 

Sucker punch 

“At times we were gambling to score the winner and 
were caught with a sucker punch. But it was a good 
finish by the lad. I suppose you can’t say they didn’t 
deserve it on the night. 

“I’m proud that our young players took their 
challenge for the league title to the second last game 



of the season against a 
team that plays players 
who are in their first team, 
in the Premier League, 
week in and week out. 

“Our boys had a 
fantastic season. It was 
just physically a step too 
far at the end.” 

Philosophical Viveash said: “The U-21s compete in 
a league where you play no games for five weeks, then 
many games in a short space of time. There are so 
many things (the organisers) have to look at to 
improve all areas of the game. 

“You have to look at when you play, at the standards 
of players you are trying to produce, then you need the 
standards of the people working in the game to be of 
the same (high) calibre as the players on the pitch, and 
we are not getting that either.” 

He continued: “If you are talking about trying to 
produce world class talent, then you need certain 
players to be protected on the pitch. And they are not 
getting that protection. 

“And that’s on both sides, not just ours. There is a 
lot of talent at West Ham and Man United. So that is 
also important. Protect them on the pitch, create the 
right environment to allow them to play and give them 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


McCormack wins fans’ vote 


F EW regulars at Craven 
Cottage will be surprised 
that Ross McCormack has 
been named Fulham's 2014-15 
Player of the Season. 

The 19-goal striker polled a huge 
58.7 per cent of supporters'votes 
to win ahead of Marcus Bettinelli 
and Lasse Vigen Christensen. 

Following his summer arrival 
from Leeds United in a £11 m deal, 
McCormack got off the mark for 
Whites with the winner against 
rivals Brentford in the Capital One 
Cup in August, before notching his 
first league goals in a 5-3 defeat at 
Nottingham Forest three weeks 
later. 

But it was the turn of the year 
when the goals really started 
flowing. The 28-year-old striker 
found the net five times in January, 
including a hat-trick in the 3-2 
victory over Forest at Craven 
Cottage. 

He ended the season in 


scintillating form, too, with seven 
goals in his final seven games, 
notably notching another treble in 
Whites'final home match of the 
season against play-off finalists 
Middlesbrough. 

After his victory was confirmed 
on Friday, McCormack said: "I'm 
delighted to win the Player of the 
Season award, it means a lot to me 
after a tough season. I played over 
50 matches and really enjoyed it 
and now I want to score more 
goals next season. 

Settle quickly 

"I'd like to thank my team-mates 
for helping me settle in quickly 
and the fans for voting for me." 

McCormack's closest contender 
in the poll was goalkeeper 
Bettinelli whose breakthrough 
campaign with Fulham didn't go 
unnoticed as he took 18.5 per cent 
of the votes. 

Christensen, who produced a 



series of promising displays before 
injury curtailed his progress, came 
in third with 6.5 per cent of fans’ 
votes. 


ROSS THE BOSS: Fa ns'favourite Ross 
McCormack on the ball against 
Brighton at Craven Cottage 
Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 
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the tools to succeed - such as how many games to play 
and when you play them. 

“I’m not angry. This year has been a good step 
forward in the U21 game, the standard has been much 
higher. There isn’t enough games and when they come, 
they have been too infrequent. Well, they have been 
for us.” 

There are only 12 teams who play 22 matches each 
in the top division of the U21 section but with many 
players also playing in lower age groups, the games 
can mount up. 

“That’s part of being with a successful academy,” 
said Viveash. 

“If you have the same group of players playing 
across different ages groups, for the U21s, U19s and 
U18s, that’s what happens. You have 18-year-olds 
playing in the FA Youth Cup, the UEFA Youth 
Champions League and the U21 league. If you are just 
playing in one competition, it's easier.” 

So could Chelsea help ease their own fixture 
congestion problem by restricting younger aged 
players from moving up? 

“Every model is different,” he said. “Every club has 
its own model. We certainly need to look at that, like 
all clubs should. We also want to challenge the players 
too. The fact that some of them have played 50 games 
is what happens when you go into the (professional) 
league. And these players want to play in league 
football and all the other competitions.” 

Under-18s boss Joe Edwards has described this 
group of players as “special” and believes some will 
play first team football with Chelsea. 

“I agree with him,” said Viveash. “This group would 
not have taken the destiny of the league to the 
penultimate game of the season if they weren’t 
special. What they have given away, age-wise, shows 
how special they are, because they are competing 
against older, experienced players and doing well. 
That’s what we want from them - to challenge the best 
players in the best competitions. 

“But you are going to pay for it somewhere along the 
way. And we have paid for it, physically, towards the 
end of the league season.” 

Chelsea’s youth players retained the FA Youth Cup 
and won the Youth Champions League this term and 
were close to the treble with U21 Premier League. 

“Two games ago, we had put ourselves in the 
position to achieve that,” he said. “We had the 
opportunity to do it. But then we hit the wall. 

“Hopefully next year there will be more 
improvements and better scheduling by everybody, 
which will allow preparation time for the players as 
well. We want to develop their skills as well as playing 
games. 

“We certainly hope that some of these players, 
including those who are involved at West Bromwich 
Albion on Monday night, will be part of our first team 
in the future.” 
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